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At a meedng of the deioendaiiti of Bobbbt CuBmcAir, Hie Filgrimy 
held m Pilgrim Hall, Plymouth, oo the ISth of Augiut, 1855, 

Voied^ That Dr. Nathahisl B. Shubtleff of Boitoii, and Hon. 
Hknrt W. Cushman of Bernaidsbm, be requested to prepare andpnblkh 
the proceedings of the Coshman Celebration. 
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INTRODUCTION, 



Thb foUoTOig pages appear in print in accordance with the 
Totes of those members of the Cushman haSij who were present 
at Plymouth on the occasion of the fiimilj gathering for cele- 
brating the 235th anniversary of the day when Robert Cushman, 
the progenitor of the family, embarked from England to try his 
fortune in a new world. 

It may not be improper to state here, very briefly, some of the 
leading steps in acUeving the great project of our forefathers, 
in which Mr. Cushman took a very active and conspicuous part, and 
which resulted in the settiement of New England, and the estab- 
lishment in America of the most liberal government in the known 
world. 

Our Pilgrim Fathers, who had very eariy in the seventeenth 
century sought in Holland peace and shelter from the intolerant 
bigotry that existed in their native England, began to tlunk in 
earnest of transporting themselves and fimilies to the New Worid, 
that they nught there worship God in their own manner and ac- 
cording to the dictates of their own hearts, unbiassed by the con- 
trollmg influences of the priests and bishops of established 
churches, firm in this intention they, in the year 1617, sent 
to England Robert Cushman, one of their most pronunent men, 
and John Carver, a deacon among them, to see what arrange- 
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ly INTRODUCTION. 

ments could be made inih the Yirgzua Company, wlio held large 
iaracts of land under the royal seal, toinrards procuring a competent 
grant of territory for a new colony to be aetiled by them. These 
agents were also instructed to obtdn from the kmg, if posmble, a 
right to enjoy, in their contemplated habitation, the liberty of con- 
science, a denial of which had previously driven them from the 
land of their nativity. After an attendance of several months in 
England, these gentlemen returned to Leyden in the year 1618 
without having effected their purpose. In consequence of this 
defeat, it became necessary to make another trial, and Mr. Gush- 
man and Elder 'Vtniliam Brewster were selected to act as agents 
in the second attempt. This agency was not altogether unavail- 
ing, for although an useless patent was obtained at that time, yet 
the agents by their prudence, manliness, and correct deportment 
gained many friends in England, and established a character ftr 
themselves and their undertaking which proved of great advan- 
tage to those connected with the enterprise who subsequently 
came to New England. 

Aftier long and tedious negotiations, wherein the prudence and 
skill of Mr. Cushman were of incalculable service, arrangements 
were made in London for the transportation of the adventurers to 
America, and Mr. Cushman and Deacon Carver, fliat excellent 
man, who afterwards became the first Governor of the Plymouth 
Colony, were charged with the duty of procuring vessels for the 
enterprise and of providing for the voyage. 

It was at this time, in June, 1620, that Mr. Cushman procured 
in London the famous May Flower, in which he soon afterwards 
proceeded to Southampton, where his associate, Mr. Carver, was 
asdisting in making other necessary anangements. But it was 
not until the 5th of August, 1620, (the 15th day of Ihe month 
accordmg to the present style of reckomng time,) that the HI- 
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grims, tben inchding Mr. Gushman m their number, were ready 
for embarkaia<m, and actually made the attempt from Sonthamp- 
ton. This U/^ detenmned what day was most proper to be 
selected for the Cushman Celebration. 

The son of tins glorious day, m the middle of the pleasantest 
month of the year, undoubtedly rose to the anxious Pilgrims, hav- 
ing hopes and fears which we of the present day and generation, 
enjoying the resulte of their hardships and sufferings, cannot well 
imagine. Whateyer may have been the emotions and desires of 
Cushman at that time, he was destined to be disappointed ; for in 
consequence of circumstances not witiiin his control, nor to be 
' guarded against by his foresight, — the leakage of a smaller vessel, 
not provided by him, but obtained by the otiier Pilgrims in Ley- 
den to accompany the May Flower, and otiier causes, — the whole 
company of emigrant were obliged to put back from their voyage 
mto the harbor of Plymouth, — a port about 150 miles distant 
from the place of their embarkation ; where, upon due consultar 
tion and deliberation, it was determined that the smaller vessel 
should be abandoned, and, consequentiy, tiiat a portion of the adr 
venturers should be left in England until another opportunity 
should offer for their transportation to America. Mr. Cushman 
was selected from among the principal men among the Pilgrims 
to remam in En^and with tiiose whose lot it was to be left 
behind, undoubtedly in consequence of lus peculiar adaptedness 
for the purpose, and because he could, at the same time, be look- 
ing after the general interests of the Colonists, and more espedaUy 
as he was the most suitable of their number to provide another ves- 
sel for effecting in a short time their transportation. This duty 
he subsequentiy performed by procuring the Fortune, which left 
England in July, 1621, and arrived in New England on the 9tii 
day of tiie next November. In this last named vessel came 



A 



/ 



r 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



VI 



INTBOSUCTION. 



Mr. Cashman, brin^g with lum his son Tbomas, — ts frr is 
can be ascertained an only chOd and motherless, — then a yoofh 
of about thirteen years of age ; but, subsequently, as all inll learn 
by reading attentively the fimoily history, a favorite with the good 
men of the Plymouth Colony, and for many yean the Rufing 
Elder of the first Christian Church established in New En^and. 
When the father set sail for London on the 18th of the next 
month, — never to revisit the land of the Pilgrims, as the event 
proved, — ^retummg in compliance with the wishes of the Merchant 
Adventurers in England, who required him to report to them by 
word of mouth the true state of matters in the Plantation, he left 
his son in the care of Governor Bradford, for the completion of 
his education, a trust that was well performed, as the history of 
his well-spent life shows. 

From the year 1617 until the time of his decease in 1625, Mr. 
Cushman was the principal agent in England for the Colonists, 
both while in Holland and in America. His attendance at Court, 
for which he was perhaps better adapted than any other of the 
Pilgrims, gave him a knowledge of business &r exceeding that of 
any of those with whom he was associated, and enabled him to 
conduct the afiairs of the adventurers with more success than 
could otherwise have been done. True, in some matters he did 
not at first accomplish the deares of those for whom he acted as 
agent, for he was not able to perform impossnbilities. In making 
conditions with the Merchant Adventurers in London, he was 
obliged to ^eld certain pomts which much displeased Bradford 
and other of the PDgrims, who expected more than could poenbly 
be obtained, and who, in his utuation, would have been obliged 
undoubtedly to have submitted to harder terms or have fiiiled 
entirely. Bradford and others soon found out this, when similar 
negotiations had to be entered into by them with King James 
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and ihe Merchant Adyentarers. It was one thing to trade irith 
half-starved Bavagea, and another to conduct skilfully important 
ttid perplexing negotiations with men of talent and education, 
who had made matters of diploihacy the business of their lives. 

As Cuphman was the agent €ft ^^ ri^t hand" of the ColomstB 
with the Merchant Adyenturers in London, so was Isaac Allerton, 
ttie &ther of Mary Cushman, the Elder's wife, the New En^and 
agent for many yearn for the same party. live several times 
he was sent to England in the employ of the ColomstB, and in 
each instance performed for his employers valuable services. 

Although at times the excellent Cushman, knowing better than 
his associates the difficulties to be overcome in England in obtaiiH 
ing necessary grants and privileges, and the extreme perils of the 
sea, and the hardships to be borne in a new countiy peopled 
with savages and not yet subdued to cultivation, exhibited great 
depression of spirits ; nevertheless he was determined to the last 
moments of his life to make New England his home. When the 
May Flower sailed for its voyage, the dangers to be encountered 
and the obstacles to be overcome were unknown to the Pilgrims ; 
but when Cushman started for the new world in the Fortune — the 
immediate successor of the May Flower, which had then returned 
from Plymouth with tidings from the Pflgrims — he knew that half 
of those who had preceded him were numbered with the dead. 
What stronger proof of his courage and devotedness could there 
be than that with this knowledge he should venture, with his only 
child, to almost certain death ? 

Before closmg these remarks, it is due to all to express, in 
behalf of those present at the ^theiing, the great satisfiiction 
that resulted from the Celebration at Plymouth. The unbounded 
hospitality of the inhabitants, who opened their houses to the free 
use of their viators, and who provided every thing that could in 
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the least contribate to the Buccess of the ^^ GoshmaQ PUgriiiiage/' 
folly identifies the present generation of sojonmers on Pilgrim 
soil as the lineal descendants of those who rigned the noble- 
spirited compact on board the world renowned May Flower, and 
merits the warmest commendations of all who claim to be sons of 
the Pilgrims. 

The gathering of the descendants of Robert Gnshman on this 
occancm, coming as they did fixmi ahnost every part of ihe Umted 
States, will ever be remembered by those who were present at 
the highly interesting services, as one of ihe most agreeable 
events of their lives ; and in the annals of Plymouth will e3dnbit 
another instance of the filial pety of those who have descended 
from the May Flower Forefiskthers. 

August, 1855. 
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DISCOURSE. 



Fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, kindred 
all, ^e bid you welcome home ! 

We have come to talk of the olden time. We have 
come to honor the dead ; and to bear away with us, if 
we may, some benefit from sach filial homage for ourselves 
and for oar children. 

How unwonted our emotions : strangers looking upon 
each other for the first time, yet one family ! As we 
fhink of home and childhood, our memories fly over the 
broad continent ; to alight, some, among tiie wintry hills 
of New Hampshire, and others amid the savannahs of the 
sunny South ; some on the banks of the Kennebec, and 
others where the father of waters rolls the tribute of a 
thousand rif/ts to the sea. 

Yet tb' >ane was when the blood which flows in our 
veins ▼* centered in a single household near the spot 
where iire are now gathered. And when the Sabbath 
call^ /4iem from the domestic to the public altar, they 
w .Whined where we stand. 

It is fitting that, on the occasion wluch has brought us 
to visit the old famOy homestead and the old family 
tomb, we should gather where they gathered. It is 
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fitting that our first act in this re-union should be a 
solemn recognition of our fathers' Grod, and an acknow- 
ledgment of our obligation to Him for the blessings which 
we enjoy as the fruit of their piety and sacrifices. 

And now that we have joined in worship, before we go 
up to press around the time-worn graves of our earliest 
dead, let us open the old Pilgrim Bible and seek, as they 
were wont to seek on all public occasions, a channel for 
our thoughts from the word of God. And, as we have 
come to talk of family affairs, the text that may, per- 
haps, most fitly guide us is that of the command in the 
first and second verses of the fifty-first chapter of Isaiah. 
'' Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the 
hole of the pit whence ye are digged. Look unto 
Abraham, your father, and to Sarah that bear you : for 
I called him alone and blessed him and increased him.*' 

On an ordinary occasion of religious instraction, a 
freer scope might be indulged on the subject matter of 
this text than time will permit on this. We may remark, 
however, that we are happily not in the condition of those 
to whom it was addressed. They were about to pass 
through the calamities which are involved in the loss of 
country and freedom. These, even they " who followed 
after righteousness'' were to suffer, in the chastisement 
that was to be visited on the nation's sins. The providence 
of God is not so discriminating in national visitations as 
to rescue the innocent from the calamities of the guilty. 
If locust and canker-worm, if blasting 'and mildew cover 
a land, or earthquakes upheave and tornadoes sweep it ; 
if pestilence thin its people, if famine waste its strength ; 
or if despotism triumph and liberty fall, tiie righteous 
must suffer with the wicked. But then it is their privi- 
lege to recognize the Hand that holds the Tod, and to 
hear a voice assuring them that they are not foigotten. 
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In the case of the righteous, to whom the prophet 
spoke, there was a special ground of hope. Sinful as 
their nation was, — " a people laden with iniquity,'* — 
it had a destiny to fulfil which forbade its extinction. 
Chastised it must be, but not destroyed, for there was a 
blessing wrapped up in its nationality for the rest of 
mankind. When, therefore, the predicted calamity 
should overtake them, and they should be driven out 
from their own land into exile and bondage, and the 
dark cloud of judgment be shutting down on their future, 
the pious were directed to look to the past. They might 
thus re-assure their hopes by the circumstances of their 
nation's origin ; and by the promises made to their pro* 
genitor by One who ^' is not a man that He should lie» 
nor the son of man that He should repent." 

Although, happily, we have no such cause to look 
away from the feture to the past as they had, such retro^ 
spection to-day may not be without its benefit, if not for 
strength to meet apprehended trials, yet for incitement 
to the more diligent discharge of awaiting duties. 

The people whom the prophet was addressing had this 
advantage, as a nation, over us ; that they all knew who 
their ancestors were. Every individual family had a 
perfect and reliable record of its pedigree. An Israelite 
of a thousand years' descent could tell you his genealogy 
through all his fathers back to the beginning of his 
nation, — to the common progenitor of all its families. 
And wherever he met a fellow-countryman he felt that 
he was with his kindred. Whatever advantages might 
be derived firom the contemplation of ancestral virtues 
and the ties of kindred, they had in their largest mea- 
sure ; and how much they gloried in tiiem is often seen 
in their histoiy. 
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In this respect the American people form a perfect 
contrast to them ; and not only the American people at 
large, but even the descendants of the first settlers of New 
England. There is no people on earth, probably, who 
concern themselves so little about their ancestry as the 
people of this country ; or who, after the first degree, 
feel so little interest in consanguinity. 

How often do you hear, in reply to the question ; 
Whether such a one is a relative, the negative given, 
because he is only a second cousin. If you ask a man 
who was his grandfather, he may be able to tell you. 
But if you ask where he came from, (that he came from 
somewhere is taken for granted,) it is more likely than 
not that you will be answered in some such dubious and 
traditionary form as the following : — ** I have heard my 
father say that his father came from the eastward ; or, 
* firom the old country ;' " or, " he was bom somewhere 
in New England ;" or some other answer equally in- 
structive. 

This ignorance is, of course, the result of indifference. 
And the indifference itself has probably been fostered by 
the contempt in which, as a people, we have been nursed, 
for hereditary distinctions ; and by the importance we 
attach, very justly, to individual character. It is also, 
without doubt, in some degree the result of that earnest- 
ness with which the attention of men in this country has 
ever been directed to the opening future. So earnest 
has been the spirit of anticipation, that one might sup- 
pose us to be bom with the nature of partridges. We 
are so eager to be off in pursuit of our destiny, that we 
do not wait to drop our shells. Children spring into 
manhood ; and it is well with their fathers only because 
the land is wide ; otherwise they would be jostled off the 
stage by their filial rivals. 
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Let us rejoice that this indifference to the men and 
things of the past, in New England, is beginning to be 
corrected. No people under heaven have so great rea- 
son to value their descent as those whose ancestors aban- 
doned the blessings of a civilized land, and encountered 
the hardships and perils of unfrequented seas, and the 
savage wilds of the new-found continent, for the benefit 
of coming generations. The names of such men should 
not be forgotten, nor remain unhonored. 

If these remarks be just, of the early settlers and tiieir 
descendants generally j how emphatically true are they of 
the little band of pioneers who, two hundred and thirty- 
five years ago this day, bade adieu to the England of the 
old world, to raise up another in the new ; and with 
what reverence should their names and deeds and suffer- 
ings be cherished by those who inherit their blood. 

Uneducated they may, most of them, have been ; rus- 
tic, and bigoted if you will, with the sectarism of the 
times; and intolerant, too, firom the circumstances in 
which they had lived. Yet for all that, they were no 
common men ; they were of a higher order than the 
titled ; they were more even than nature^s noblemen. 
They were men of whom the world was not then worthy; 
and if ever mortals deserved apotheosis, as heroes'of the 
loftiest type, and seats as demigods among the stars, it 
was the men — aye, and the women too, of that pilgrim 
band ; and shame to the degenerate son who could stoop 
and pry and peep among the ashes of their funeral pyres 
for proof that they were but men ! 

Cherishing these sentiments, it was with unwonted 
pleasure that the speaker saw the movement set on foot 
to honor tiie Pilgrim, whose memory is uppermost in all 
minds here to-day. 
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For the first half century after the setOement of this 
place, his name and services were cherished in the colo- 
ny with the most ardent affection. But owing to the 
circumstance that he was not an actual settler, subse- 
quent generations, confining their attention to those, 
whose << sepulchres were with them,'' in a great measure 
lost sight of him ; and the histories of the early settle- 
ment of this country, mostly contenting themselves with 
beginning at the commencement of the settlement^ have 
taken but little notice of him, except to record liis name 
as one of those who were employed in the negotiations 
which opened the way for the emigration. 

It is to be regretted that the indifierence to genealogy 
and to ancestry, of which we have spoken, so far influ- 
enced the first settlers themselves, that they neglected to 
preserve and transmit to us any memorials by which we 
might either ascertain their natal homes, or learn the 
conditions of life from which they came. Could they 
have foreseen the magnikide of that destiny, for their 
posterity and for mankind, the germs of which they were 
. planting, they would probably have taken more care to 
preserve the means of gratifying our filial curiosity. As 
it is, we must be content, for the most part, with mere 
conjecture ; and we may as well indulge our fancy as 
task our. research. If the question of origin might be 
settled by a name^ the Winslows came firom Bucks, and 
the Billingtons from Lancashire. If the Bradfords dis- 
pute whether they originated in the town (so called) in 
Yorkshire, or in that on the banks of the Avon, they 
may at least agree that they came from the banks of one 
of Britain's fordable rivers, and, perhaps^ firom some one 
of her Avons. The Eatons may possibly be assisted in 
determining the place of their ancestral home by the aid of 
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orthographj ; though in those times, by the way, orthog- 
raphy was a very precarious test. There is an Eaton 
near Bedford, and an Eton near Windsor. By a similar 
license the Ghiltons may hail from the chalk hills of Buck- 
ingham ; and so the Leisters may have been denizens of 
the city of stockings on the banks of the Scare. They 
who bear the name of English, if perplexed as to the 
whereabouts of their origin, may at least have the cer- 
tainty that their progenitor, though he may have dwelt 
in Leyden, was not a Dutchman. 

If we are thrown upon conjecture as to their homes, 
we are not less so as to their employments and professions. 

The Priests and the darks, though they may have 
claimed to be Puritans, must have belonged to the Estab- 
lishment; and however they may have preached and 
scolded about church-rates, the runaways were, without 
doubt, men of tithe and stipend. 

The Carvers, the Turners, and the Tinkers need not 
be told that they have descended from mechanics. 

The Crardiners may be assured that their progenitor 
was, at least to some small extent, a tiller of the ground ; 
and the Cooks, that the business of theirs was within 
doors. 

If the Crackstons should be shy of this method of sup- 
plying the lack of history, from the idea of any thing 
penal, let them be reminded that macadamizing by con- 
vict labor is a recent invention. And the pride of the 
Fletchers may take refuge in an antiquity when arrow- 
making was not a puerile employment, as arrow-using 
was no ^'child's play." If the (Goodmans can infer 
nothing positive either as to the origin or the station 
of their ancestor from his name, they will at least be 
satisfied as to his character ; while the Soules will be 
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sure that theirs was a man of spirit. As to the Gush- 
mans : some suppose our name to be Hebrew, with 
an English termination. Others think it to be a cornip- 
tion or a softening from Coachman. In favor of the 
latter derivation there is at least one instance of record. 
If that is to be considered authoritative, we shall be 
allowed to felicitate ourselves that our progenitor held a 
commanding position in his day ; that he was looked up 
to by men of all ranks ; and that he *' drove his car- 
riage and pair.'' 

In sober truth, however, if the Pilgrim's name was 
Coachman, he could not have been the original owner of 
it, and he could not have been very near to the ancestry 
whose employment had fixed it on them, as we shall see 
reason to believe in the sequel. 

As to locality ; the only thing which the Speaker 
has been able to find on which to found any probable 
conjecture as to that of our own English home, is an 
allusion to an excursion which our ancestor took while 
engaged in the negotiations at London. It would be 
very natural, certainly, for a man, when preparing to 
bid a final adieu to his native land, to embrace such an 
opportunity of leisure as he must have had, pending the 
tardy progress of the object of his mission, to revisit the 
scenes of his childhood, if within his reacL If he was 
one of the original emigrants to Holland, he had now 
been many years beyond reach of those scenes. Mr. 
Robinson and his people left England in 1609. Eight 
years at least, therefore, had probably passed since he 
had had an opportunity of seeing them.. And now, that 
he was in England once more, not to be hunted by the 
blood-hounds of religious persecution, as before lus exile, 
but as the representative of a people, «nd engaged in 
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negotiations with the Government for the achievement of 
an object of high national and philanthropic interest, 
nothing could be more natural than such a visit. 

The only record extant, however, of such visit, if it 
took place, is found in the allusion above referred to. 
That would place his family home in Kent or Sussex — 
in the extreme south of England. Mr. Robinson and 
his church, indeed, originated in the north. But this 
does not invalidate our conclusion ; for Bradford, as 
quoted by Prince, says : *' About this time, (December, 
1610,) and the following years, many come to his church 
fix>m divers parts of England." 

But if we are left to conjecture as to tiie place of his 
birth, we are in no uncertainty as to his social position 
and character. These will be apparent as we trace the 
trusts committed to him^ and the services he rendered in the 
founding of Plymouth colony. 

And, in forming our estimate of his character and 
standing before the world, we must take into considera- 
tion the circumstances of the people by whom he was 
employed, and the delicacy and difficulty of the mission 
which was intrusted. The Pilgrims were virtually an 
outlawed people. They were accounted rebels by the 
Government of their native land, and were refugees from 
iheir sovereign's displeasure. They were now entering 
on endeavors to obtain the favoring ear of that sovereign 
for a petition which was vital to all their hopes, for them- 
selves and their posterity. And this was to be gained, if 
gained at all, not by confessions, recantations, and sub- 
mission, but by frank avowal of non-conformity to his 
demands, and the demands of the church of which he 
claimed to be the Head. The very petition itself was an 
expression of preference for exile to a wilderness before 
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submission to those demands. They were to ask the 
favor of being let alone by Bishops' Courts and Star 
Chambers while worshiping God in another hemisphere. 

They were to seek leave to find icn asylum from their 
hatred, their prisons and their confiscations, among sav- 
ages. They were to win the Government to their wishes 
by the hope they could awaken of new dominions for his 
Majesty in the wilds of America ; and were to inspire 
him with confidence in their loyalty despite their insub- 
ordination in matters of religion ; and with confidence in 
their capability despite their present humble condition, 
and their inexperience in matters of such arduous enter- 
prise. 

This was the errand for which they were to select 
their men. 

But when this object should be gained, if gained it 
should be, there still remained all the business arrange- 
ments of location, and of title to territory, to be settled 
with a mercenary corporation, under whose patent they 
should make their home ; and all the details of trans- 
portation, and the means of settlement, with wary mer- 
chants and money-lenders. 

Whom, in such exigency, would they employ ? whom 
but those most distinguished among them for intelligence, 
for prudence, for integrity, for acquaintance witii the 
world and familiarity witii the details of business ; and 
whose social position and cultivation might best serve 
them for access to those in power ? 

For this delicate, and, to them, vitally important 
service, they selected " Mr. — ^The prefix was never used 
among the Pilgrims except as a title of honor — Mr. Ro- 
bert Cushman and Mr. John Carver." In the words of 
their record, these men were appointed ^'to treat with 
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the Virginia Company ; and see if the King would give 
them liberty of conscience there.'' In forwarding these 
objects, it appears they continued in London some three 
months or more ; when Mr. Cushman returned to Hol- 
land, and left Mr. Carver at London. It probably 
became necessary, in the progress of the negotiations, to 
communicate the state of things to the people at Leyden 
* more freely and fully than could well be done by letters; 
and that Mr. Cushman went over for that purpose. A 
high commendation was bestowed on them both by Sir 
Edward Sandys, a prominent member of the Yiiginia 
Company, and afterwards its Governor, for the manner 
in which they had managed the business committed to 
them. Three months after their appointment, and prob- 
ably on the return of Mr. Carver to Leyden, Sir Edwin 
wrote thus concerning them : *< Your agents have carried 
themselves with that discretion as is both to their own 
credit and theirs from whom they come ; and the seven 
articles subscribed with your names have given the gen- 
tlemen of the Council for Virginia that satisfaction which 
has carried them on to a resolution to forward your de- 
sire in the best sort that may be for your own and the 
public good.'' Mr. Carver, having received the more 
explicit written statement of the principles and aims of 
the Pilgrims, desired by the Company, returned to Lon- 
don in the month of December, accompanied by some 
individual of consideration among them, whose name is 
not given, but who is designated as *^ a gentleman of 
our Company." 

The agents had managed their business so well, it 
appears, as to gain the good will of the king, and the 
promise of his protection in the enjoyment of their reli- 
gion ; and so weU as even to obtain the consent of the 
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bishops. So said Sir John Worstenhokne, in the Feb- 
raary following, when a statement was sent him, by Mr. 
Robinson, of the tenets and usages of the Leyden church, 
to be communicated to the king's Privy Council, with the 
view of removing ill impressions which their enemies had 
made on the Council. 

Those enemies, however, were but too successful ; for, 
in May, Bradford says : '* Though the agents of Mr. 
Robinson's people find the Virginia Company very de- 
sirous of their going to their West India territory, (as 
their grant in North America was then called,) and wil- 
ling to grant them a patent with as ample privileges as 
they could grant to any ; and some of the chiefs of the 
Company doubted not to obtain their suit of the king for 
liberty in religion, and to have it under the broad seal, 
as was desired ; yet they find it a harder piece of work 
than they expected. For though many means were used, 
and diverse of worth, with Sir Robert Nanton, chief Sec- 
retary of State, labored with the king to obtain it, and 
others wrought with the archbishop to give way thereto ; 
yet all in vain. They indeed prevail so far as that the 
king would connive at them, and not molest them pro- 
vided they carry peaceably ; but to tolerate them by his 
public authority, under his seal, would not be granted. 
Upon which the agents," says Bradford, '* return to 
Leyden.'' Thus ended their fijrst mission, in which they 
had been employed firom August, 1617, to the follow- 
ing May. 

But, although they failed of the object of their ap- 
pointment, they had so conducted the negotiations con- 
fided to them as to retain the confidence of those in whose 
behalf they acted. The best evidence of this, in Mr. 
Cushman's case, is his re-appointment. The little com- 
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pany of exiles, notwithstanding the great discouragement 
they had met from the king, resolve, after the lapse of 
about a year, to cast themselves on the care of Provi- 
dence, and emigrate on the best terms they might win 
from the civil and ecclesiastical powers. With this view 
they send Mr. Cushman again to London. But instead 
of Mr. Carver, they associate with him, this time, '^ Elder 
Brewster.'' On their arrival in London they found a 
new obstacle. The Virginia Company, on whose infln- 
ence they had relied, and under whose patent they were 
hoping to settle, was rent with factions. ** Sir T. Smith 
having desired,'' says Mr. Cushman, in a letter dated 
May 8th, 1619, *' to be eased of his office of Treasurer 
,and Governor of the Virginia Company, Sir Edwin 
Sandys was chosen ; but Sir Thomas repenting, and op- 
posing Sir Edwin, great disturbance and factions are 
raised in said Company, that no business could well go 
forward." 

How long the agento were embarrassed and detained 
by these dissensions does not clearly appear ; probably 
from April till near the dose of the year. 

It was while waiting in London for the Company to 
come to a temper for business, that Mr. Cushman ven- 
tured on an absence of fourteen days to go into Kent to 
visit his childhood's home and take leave of his friends^ 
as we have supposed, in view of a final adieu to his 
native land. 

*^ After long attendance," to use the words of Brad-* 
ford, '^ having obtained the desired patent from the Vir- 
ginia Company, Mr. Cushman returned to Holland/' 
But after all the labor and the delay the Pilgrims bad 
suffered, they were doomed yet to disappointment. The 
patent was taken out in the name of a gentieman who, 



n 



/ 



r 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 



after it was obtained, relinquished the idea of embarking 
in the enterprise. The only thing now left them was to 
make the best terms they could toith such merchants in 
London as could be induced, by their selling themselves 
to their mercenary interests, to furnish them with the 
means of transportation. In this last resort Mr. Gush- 
man for the third time is called upon, and sent to London 
to make terms with the " Merchant Adventurers ;*' and 
effect the necessary preparations for their departure. 
Mr. Carver is this time associated with him, and sent to 
Southampton to attend to the outfit at that port 

The terms exacted, and to which the poor people at 
Leyden had been prepared by their sufferings and by 
hope long deferred to assent, were sufficiently severe. 
But the Adventurers, t^ing advantage of their necessi- 
ties, altered them in two most important points after 
they had been fairly settled. 

It is probable, after all the delays and discouragements 
they had suffered, that this last aggravation would have 
led to the abandonment of the idea of emigration alto- 
gether but for the influence of Mr. Cushman. He be- 
lieved that the project of American colonization was a 
practicable one ; and that his associates were the men to 
succeed. He had a faith that could pierce the cloud 
which enwrapped them ; a faith which saw a new empire 
rising in the new hemisphere, where the oppressed people 
of God might be free to worship according to the dictates 
of their conscience ; and he urged them to press forward 
to the work of laying the foundations of a New England 
more glorious than the old ; where, peradventure, they 
might yet have 

^' A Church without a bishop, and a State without a king." 



/ 



f) 



'Digitized by VnOOQ iC 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 



f 



17 



> That we do not over-estimate his forecast of the issues 

\ of the enterprise to which he had given himself, is ap- 

parent from the language of encouragement which he 
held to his fellow pilgrims ; and from the efforts which 
he made to enlist the people of England in the work of 
I colonization ; and especially from the defences of liberty 

r which he secured in the charter that, in connection with 

Winslow, he obtained for the first settlement in Massa- 
^ chusetts Bay ; a charter which really contains the germs 

of our free institutions. 

In that remarkable discourse, — ^the first that ever came 
from the press as a specimen of American preaching, — 
delivered by him to the Pilgrims near the spot where we 
'. are now assembled, on ** The Sin and Danger of Self- 
Love," and in his preface to it, addressed '' To his loving 
L Friends, ihe Adventurers for New England, together 

With all Well-WiUers and Well-Wishers thereunto,'' we 
have at once the most satisfactory evidence of his appre- 
ciation of the enterprise, — of its difficulties, its exigen- 
cies, and its issues, — and of his faith, his fortitude, and 
his philanthropy ; and of the moral power which his 
character and standing gave him with his cotemporaries. 
; In enforcing the precept of his text : ** Let no man 

seek his own, but every man another's wealth," after 
reminding his suffering brethren that " the country was 
yet new, ihe land untilled, the cities not builded ;" 
and that they were '* compassed about with a helpless 
people, — the natives of the country, — who could not 
help them;" and adverting to the dreadful mortality 
which had already, within the first year, swept one half 
their number to the grave, he asks : *' Is this a time for 
men to be^ to seek themselves ? Paul saith that 
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men in 'the last days' shall be lovers of them- 
selves ; bat it is here yet bat the first days, and, as 
it were, the dawning of this new world ! It is now, 
therefore, no time for men to look to get riches, brav9 
clothes, dainty fare ; bat to look to present necessities. 
It is now no time to pamper the flesh, live at ease, 
snatch, catch, scrape, and pill and hoard np, but rather 
to open the doors, the chests and vessels ; and say : 
Brother, neighbor, friend, what want ye ? any thing that 
I have ? Make bold with it ; it is yours to command, 
to do you good, to comfort and cherish you ; and glad I 
am that I have it for you. Lay away, then, all thought 
of former things and forget them, and think upon the 
things that are. Look not gapingly one upon another, 
pleading your goodness, your birth, your life you lived ; 
your means you had, and might have had. Here you 
are by Ood's providence under difficulties ; be thankfiil 
to Ood it is no worse, and take in good part that which 
is, and lift not up yourselves because of former privi- 
leges. When Job was brought to the dunghill he sat 
down upon it ! Consider, therefore, what you are now, 
and whose you are. Say not : I could have lived thus 
and thus ; but say : Thus and thus I must live ; for Ood 
and natural necessity require, if your difficulties be great 
you had need to cleave the faster together, and comfort 
and cheer up one another, laboring to make each other's 
burdens lighter. There is no grief so tedious as a churl- 
ish companion ; and nothing makes sorrows easy more 
than cheerful associates. Bear ye, therefore, one ano- 
ther's burthen, and be not a burthen one to another. 
Avoid all factions, frowardness, singularity, and with- 
drawings ; and cleave fast to the Lord, and to one 
mother continually. So shall you be a notable pres- 
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ident* to these poor heathens whose eyes are upon you, 
and who very brutishly do daily eat and consume one 
another through their emulations and contentions. Be you , 
therefore, ashamed of it, and win them to peace both with 
yourselves and one another by your peaceable examples. 
So also shall you be an encouragement to many of your 
Christian friends in your native country, to come to you 
when they hear of your peace and love and kindness that 
is amongst you. But above all it shall go well with 
your souls when that God of peace and uniiy shall come 
to visit you with death, as he hath done many of your 
associates, — you, being found of Him not in murmur- 
ings, discontent and jars, but in brotherly love and peace, 
may be translated from this wandering wilderness unto 
that joyful and heavenly Cania&n/' 

From these tones of authority and love— of mingling 
thunder and music — ^with which the discourse closes, we 
turn to its preface, written, it would appear, after his 
return to England. It was addressed to the English 
public in reference to the enterprise, and to the company 
of " Adventurers'* by whose pecuniary aid the work had 
been begun : — 

'^It pertaineth not to my purpose,'' said he, in ad- 
dressing the former, ^' to speak any thing either in praise 
or dispraise of the country ; so it is by God's providence 
that a few of us are there planted to our content, and 
have, with great Charge and diflBculty, attained quiet 
and competent dwellings there. Thus much I will say 
for the satisfaction of such as have any thought of going 
hither to inhabit : that, for men who look after great 
riches, ease, pleasures, dainties and jollity in this world, 

* Guardian power. 



:»i 



) 






j'^^. ^, ,. .^» ■ ■* ■<■ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 



I would not advise them to come there, for, as yet^ the 
coantry will ajBbrd no sach matters. Bat if there be any 
who are content to layout their Estates, spend their 
time, labors and endeavors for the benefit^ of them that 
shall come after ^ and in desire to further the gospel among 
these poor Heathens^ quietly contenting themselves with 
such hardships and difficulties as by God's providence 
shall iall upon them, being young and in their strength, 
such men I would advise and encourage to < go, for their 
ends cannot fail them.** . 

He then turns to those who had embarked their prop- 
erty in the undertaking, and who were revolving the 
question of continued support. And with a tact which, 
for its l^owledge of human nature and its display of 
Christian spirit, reminds one of Paul winning his way to 
the hearts of Festusand Agrippa, (Acts 26 : 26 et seq.,) 
be proceeds : '* And you, my loving Friends, the Ad- 
venturers to this Plantation ; ^s your care has been, 
first to settle religion here, before either profit or popu- 
liurity, 60 1 pray you go on to do it much more ; and 
be careful td«end godly men though they (should) want 
some of that worl^y policy which this world hath in her 
own generation. I rejoice greatly in your free and ready 
minds, to your powers, yea, and beyond your powers, 
to further this work; that you thus honor God with 
your riches ; and I trust you shall be repaid again, double 
and treble, in this world : yea, and the memory of this 
Action shall never die. Be not, therefore, discouraged ; 
for no labor b lost, nor money spent which is bestowed 
for God. Tour ends were good, your success is good : 
and your.piofit is coming even in this 4ife ; . asd in Ihe 
life to come much more. ^'And what 4Bhall I say 
now? Jiy^orA to men 4if underdtanding euflfoelh. 
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Pardon, I pray you, my boldness ; read over the en- 
suing treatise, and judge wisely of the poor weakling. 
And the Lord, the God of sea and land stretch out 
his arm of protection over you and us, and over all 
our lawful and good enterprises either (in) this or any 
other way," 

The poor weakling, as he calls the discourse in which 
he had sought to reconcile the colonists to the conditions 
to which they had been obliged to submit in their en- 
gagement with the Adventurers, •and to cheer them on- 
ward amid their discouragements, is, without doubt, one 
of the ablest discussions of the subject to be found from 
any pen. But partly because his modesty led him to 
fear it might be judged too rude and unlearned for that 
*< curious age,'' and partly because he would have noth- 
ing esteemed by names, he gave it to the world anony- 
mously, and merely as from one of the members of the 
colony. ** If any good or profit arise to thee, (address- 
ing his reader,) in the receiving of it give God the 
praise ; and esteem me as a son of Adam subject to ail 
such firailties as other men :" *^ I seek no name.** 

Such, my kindred, was the character, and such were 
the services of the ^'Pilgrim" who was our common 
father. His life was spent, even to its close, in the 
cause of American colonization ; and especially in the 
service of the colony here planted, to which he had given 
his earliest labors. And if any thing were wanting to 
complete the demonstration of his absorbing interest in 
it, and jiis unfaltering confidence in its success despite 
the appallii^ discouragements which attended its begin^ 
mng, it^OTMild 'te suppliad in tiie fact that after^lns snr- 
jflBf c^^fliaibOtaal <oonditioti of ildn^ here, and en lus 
nliim'^lo,^^ nake «epMC4oliNr 
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" Adventarers," iie left behind him his only son — hb 
** Isaac " — ^then of the tender age of fourteen years, in 
the guardianship of the colony, as a pledge of his confi- 
dence in its eventual prosperity, and as a hostage of his 
own return to share with his brethren the difficulties 
with which it was struggling. 

His expectation, however, was not realized. He died 
at the post of sentry, watching over its interests near the 
seats of power, and found his grave in the land of his 
birth. The news of his death reached this place by the 
same conveyance that brought the tidings of the decease 
of the loved and venerated pastor, Robinson ; and they 
seem to have been equally mourned. 

^' Instead of the fathers shall be the children." The 
son whom he left behind him became his representative 
among the Pilgrims, and inherited, through a long life, 
the adSection they had bestowed on his father. 

His name was Thomas. He married Mary, the daugh- 
ter of Isaac Allerton, one of the most influential and 
honored of the Pilgrims. She herself was one of the 
emigrants of the May-Mower. 

Thomas Gushman and Mary Allerton, then, so fiur as 
actual residence in this country is concerned, are the 
** Abraham '' and the ^^ Sarah '' of our race. Their lives, 
from their youth, were passed amid the scenes on which 
we look to-day ; and their mortal relics slumber, side by 
side, on yonder hill. 

During the long period of nearly forty-three years, he 
held the honorable post of Elder in this church, witii the 
enviable reputation of a " precious servant of Ood." 

All that is known of her sustains the tradition fliat she 
was worthy cf being the wife of such a man, and the 
mother of ^<Mir ** Israel." fVmr sons and four dan^^tem 
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inherited the treasure — ^the best they had to leave— of 
their pious example.* The sons all lived to become the 
heads of families. Their names were, Thomas, Isaac, 
Elkanah, and Eleazer. From these have sprung twenty- 
fo^r Cushmans in ike fourth generation ; ninety-eight in 
the fifth ; two hundred and eighty-six in the sixth ; 
Boven hundred and fiffy-eight in the seventh ; one thou- 
*^>and three hundred and eighty-four in the eighth^ most 
of whom are now living ; seven hundred and fifby-seven 
in the ninths which is doing well Its part in fulfilling the 
primitive command ; and the probation of nineteen of 
the tenth generation had begun when the book of our 
census was closed. 

Leaving each of you to trace your several pedigrees in 
the volume which has been prepared, your Speaker will 
simply say that he himself belongs to the eighth genera- 
tion : being the son of Job, who was the son of Robert, 
who was the son of Robert, who was the son of Robert, 
who was the son of Thomas, who was the son of Thomas, 
who was the son of the Pilgrim. 

Thus, Fathers and Brethren, have we *< looked to the 
rock whence we were hewn.*' And who of us is not 
proud of the quarry ? What better marble did Pares or 
Pentelicus ever yield ? We have •* looked to the hole of 
the pit whence we were digged." Who of us would 
exchange his origin from that humble pilgrim for one of 
noble or of royal blood ? We have ** looked to Abraham 
our father ;'* and we have seen our patriarch, when he 
was *' called to go out into a place that he should after 
receive Tor an inheritance, o6^itg by faiths and going 

^ Of title jUi^titn, hH Ured |o foumjlmtone, Sftrah named John 
Uwks of LjsQ ; I^jdiA manied 'W^liain Hariow, Jr. ; Maiy mamed a 
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'cat not knowing wbitber he went/' We have seen him, 
in that faith, offering up his Isaac, and *' dying, not 
having received the promises/' " But, having seen them 
afar offj he was persuaded of them^ and embraced them ; 
and confessed that he was a stranger and a pilgrim* on 
the eaxih-" \ 

And, verily, we have seen that God blessed and tn- 
creased him. How greatly He has increased him, th<) 
glad multitudes, who to-day throng the spot where, two 
hundred and thirty-four years since, stood the tabemack\ 
in which he sojourned in the land of promise as a strange 
countrj/j may partly show ; and the many thousands 
written in this '* book of the Chronicles " will more am- 
ply declare. 

But to what purpose have we taken this retrospect ? 

It is an impressive thought that though the fathers 
die, and the connexion of intercourse is severed, yet 
the connexion of ir^uence remains ; so that they may 
be said to live and move and have their being among 
their descendants. And though the living may not 
reciprocate that influence to affect their well-being in 
the spirit land, yet they may go back and gather life 
and strengOi from the dust of what they were. So per- 
vading and strong is the pressure of the past on the 
present — the dead on the living — that if we were to be 
deprived of what they have ministered and do minister, 
we should have but little left of character or power. The 
trees that lift their glories to the summer sky are nursed 
by what is given from the earth ; the roots that give us 
ofur verdure spread beneath the sod. 

The correctness of this observation is seen in science, 
and art ; in religion, and manners ; and even in the very 
judgment and conscience, in ^hich truth and reason 
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might be supposed to be safficieat to the existing gener- 
ation without 80 much reference to what has been : and 
the New England character is at once a proof and illus- 
tration of it. Our pilgrim ancestors were, in a high 
degree, a homogeneous people ; blending, no doubt, the 
traits of the general English character, and the element 
of a common faith, with provincial peculiarities and with 
their own individualities : so that they might be said to 
have had their type somewhat after the uniformity that 
marked the dress of the time. 

The generation that succeeded them grew up in their 
likeness. And so, each succeeding one taking, now and 
then, some modification from some new incident element 
introduced from abroad or rising in its midst, has inher- 
ited and transmitted the elements of the original charac- 
ter; and thus the old Puritan is still seen blushing 
through the features that mark the eighth generation of 
his posterity. 

And what is true of the Puritanic descent, as a whole, 
must be often forcibly so with regard to particular pedi- 
grees. As the peculiarity of using the left hand instead 
of the right, by one of the tribes of Israel, was the inher- 
itance of a usage originally marking one family ; as par- 
ticular forms of speech become, by fiunily imitation, the 
dialect of particular localities which are socially isolated ; 
80 are moral habitudes reproduced, and moral estimates 
flow down from common parental sources, and mingle in 
all the waters of the augmenting and widening streams 
of succeeding generations. 

One of the topics of enquiry most interesting to us, 
therefore, would be to ascertain how far the traits of 
character which gave indiiiduality to our common ances- 
tor have marked those who have inherited his blood. 
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We hare not time Iiera to parsne the enqniiy. The 
means for such aa investigation, both among the dead 
and the living, will be furnished to a gratifying extent, 
we are happy to say, in the Historical Geneology. If 
we do not mistake, the features we have noticed in what 
has come to us from the old Pilgrim's pen, will be recog- 
nized in the productions of living representatives ; while 
it will he seen that his social and moral traits have been 
almost universally the traits of his posterity. 

We have had occasion to remark upon his unobtrusive* 
ness. Though he was a leader among his people, it was 
not of his seeking ; he rather shrank from the public eye 
than courted it. In an '* action/' the memory of which 
he believed would never die, he *' sought no name/' 
'^ K any profit shall arise to thee, give God the praise.*' 

Whether his posterity have been more fortunate than 
himself in reference to the occupancy of leading positions 
may admit of debate ; but certunly they have never been 
distinguished as o&ce-seekers. Who ever heard of a 
Gushman that was a demagogue? So far from it, I 
doubt if ever one was found with brass enough for an 
auctioneer. 

Whatever may be true of the generation now on the 
stage, those who have gone before us were certainly an 
unobtrusive, sober-minded people, who were more anx- 
ious to deserve the suffrage of their contemporaries than 
to possess it ; and were content to obtain, by their in- 
dustry, the share they sought of this world's good things, 
rather than by office, place, and power. The great body 
of them, for successive generations, were tillers of the 
sou : the son going out, after the example of the father, 
to take new land and subdue it The song of the plow- 
man mingled with the sound of the axe ringing out from 
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primeval forests. Their eyening hymn went up from 
homes amid solitades; and when the story, often re- 
hearsed, of the sufferings and the virtues of their fathers 
had been repeated to their children, and all commended 
to the care of Heaven, they sought, contented and thank- 

(ful, the weary husbandman's early repose. 
" Far from the madd'oing crowd's igDoble strife^ 
Their sober wishes never learned to stray ; 
Along the cool, sequestered Tale of life 
f0 ^ They held the noiseless tenor of their way." 

BtU the wilderness and the solitary place toere glad for 

them ; and the desert rejoiced jand blossomed as the rose. 

If the name has not been distinguished by the workings 

of ambition, it is much to us that it has never been made 

infamous by crime ; if it has been seldom emblazoned 

/ on those heights reserved for political aspirants to reach, 

J it is matter for congratulation that it has been sought for,^ 

throughout its generations, in vain among the records of 

the fallen. A solitary instance only, I believe, has been 

/ found in which, for some minor offence, it has been con- 

« ; nected with the violation of the laws. And surely, my 

kindred, it is better for us than honors or estates, that 

they have left'us an unsullied name. 

But they have left us more : there is value in their 
example. Their industry, their frugality, their content- 
ment, their piety, were virtues we c-annot too often con- 
template ; too much admire ; or, too eamestiy emulate. 
Though their lives, then, may have been ^^ unknown to 
famet" still let their memories be cherished by us for the 
benefit of their ancestral example. By others let them 
be forgot. 

But the world must not forget the Pilgrim. We lift 
our voice against such wrong ; and we have come here 
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to-day to protest against the injastice of histoiy, and ta , , ' 

do what we can to repair it. We protest against the in- 

gratitade Which has left his name to die out of the land ; i 

and we have come to do what we may, with filial love ^^^. 

and patriotic gratitade, to give him that position, in the 

eye of coming generations, which his yirtaes and his ser- \ 

vices deserve. \ \ 

As we have before said, the histories, — especially thd ^ ! 

later histories of oar conntry, — ^have hardly given a place 
for the solitary inscription of his name. It stands, in* ^J| 

deed, in some of them as having been borne by one of 
the men employed in the initial movements of the charch 
at Leyden towards a settlement in America ; and that is 
all : — anless we except the implication in some of them 
that timidity rather than necessity withheld him from the 
namber who were passengers in the May-Flower ! 

Bat verily there is some palliation for this cart dis- 
missal by the historian after the oblivion in which oar par 
triotism has left him. We sometimes speak of the *' ca- 
prices of fortane ;'* and may we not speak of the caprices 
oifame 7 For caprice it has been, or accident rather 
than design. 

Bat how strangd, — how passing strange that the man 
who was the chief instrument in the first settlement of 
New England, as is clear from his having been the ani- 
formly appointed agent of the Pilgrims whoever else was 
associated with him ; — the man whom, at his death. 
Governor Bradford acknowledged to have been the colo- 
ny's " right hand ;'' — the man who first vindicated the 
enterprise to the world through the Press, and made the 
first public appeal that was made to the Protestant Chris- 
tians of England in behalf of the religious interests of 
the Aborigines of America ; — the man who, to save the 
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colony from the perils to which he saw it exposed, wrote 
and delivered, — ^though neither Minister nor Elder, — the 
first sermon ever published from a New England man, 
and the first ever written on New England soil ; — the 
man whose devotion to the safety and comfort of the first 
company of emigrants led him to forego a passage for 
himself and his family in the vessel which he had himself 
provided, — the May-Flow^, — and take his own passage 
in the rickety Speedwell ; and after her third failure, to 
disembark to look after and share the fate of those who 
must be left behind ; and who, after he had reached the 
colony consented to spend year after year, not only sepa- 
rate from his brethren, but separate from his only child 
that he might be their ^^ right hand" wiUi the Adven- 
turers, and watch over their interests near a jealous and 
intolerant throne, — ^how, strange, I say, that such a man 
should have been so little honored, and now so little 
known among the people who have enjoyed the fruits of 
his sacrifices and toils! While Carver and Brewster, 
successively his associates in negotiation ; — wlule Brad- 
ford, and Winslow, and Standish, and Hopkins, and I 
know not how many others of his fellow-laborers have 
been remembered and honored in the names of towns and 
counties ; — ^while the pilot, even, the benefit of whose 
skill he surrendered for the safety of others, has been 
immortalized in the name of yonder island ;-<— while even 
the very loafer, Billington, who ** slipped in'' among the 
Pilgrims at Southampton and ** was of no benefit to the 
colony,'' has been saved from merited oblivion by yonder 
" Sea ;" — ^while History arid Poetry, and Sculpture and 
Painting have been vying with each other in homage to 
'* the fathers of the nation ;" and while hardly a fourth 
rate politician has risen to bluster about ** liberty" and 
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fhe *' glory of America,'' whose name has not been per-r 
petaated as the appellation of some portion of its terrir 
toiy, — that name, to which New England and the conntry 
owe more, if we speak of generative inflaence, than to 
almost any other on the page of her history or the map 
of her soil, is, to this day, nnbome by any connty, or 
town, or island, or mountain, or riyer, or rill in America ! 
The only monument yet foun^, from ocean to ocean of 
her wide domain, ia in the hearts of his children. 

And shall it he so foreyer ? Forbid it, gratitude ; for- 
bid it, patriotism ; forbid it, Heayen ! Forbid it, ye who 
now bear that name ; forbid it ye, of whatever name, 
whose hearts now throb with the Pilgrim's blood ; forbid 
it, ye living ; forbid it, ye unborn ! We disinter from 
the dust of ages a name that was not bom to perish : 
protect it, ye living, from its past unmerited doom. 
Baise high on yonder hill, where the ashes of his family 
rest, — ^his own ye may not reach, — the monumental 
stone that shall speak his worth to coming times, and 
show that yt were not ungrateful. 

And you. Posterity, we commit the vestal charge of his 
fame to you ! We go— -we go, to rest with the fathers. 
And when the places that now know us shall know us no 
more, ye shall realize ^* the benefits of them that shall 
come after," in the faith of which the Pilgrim died. 

The time shall come, it shall comey — though centuries 
intervene, though nations perish to prepare its way, — when 
Truth shall vanquish error ; when Justice shaU preside at 
seats of power ; when Ambition shall ask for her laurels at 
the hand of Virtue. And then shall Fame, having learned 
new lessons on greatness and glory, re-arrange the orna- 
ments of her temple, and set men of beneficence above 
men of blood : ^^ The names of the wicked shall rot, but 



• -•'•<■:■ :•• •- 



irv 

i ; 



Digitlized by vnOOQ iC 



Digitized by 



Google 



X 



I 



the memoiy of the just shall he Messed." Then ehall 
be second deaths oa earth : then shall be resarrections ! 
Then the Right Hand of Plymouth's Pilgrims shall be 
seen again among the living. Their leader shall resume 
bis place on the deck of the May- Flower ; and» as she 
floats along the stream of ages, generation shall vie with 
generation in grateful acknowledgment of his services 
and homage to his worth : the memory of his actions 
BhaU never die ; and the name of the man who sought 
no name shall he immortal. 
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THE CUSHMAN CELEBRATION, 



At PlyM««tli, MM«n JkmMmU 1ft, 19SS. 



PRELIMINARY PROCEEDINGS. 

Bt the inyitation of Hon. Henry W. GuBhinan of BernardsUm, 
(who bad tben nearly completed a genealogy of the Cnahman Family,) 
a meeting of a few of the descendants of Bobut Gushman, the Puu- 
TAM, was held at the Adams Honse in Boston, on the 18th of Decem- 
ber, 1854, to consider the sobject of a general meeting of the fiunily. 
The proceedings of that meeting are fiilly stated in the following 
Circular, which was issued soon after. 

CIRCULAR. 

BosTOV, Jakuaxt 1, 1855. 
BsAX Sib : 

At a meeting of a few of the descendants of Robert Coshman, the Pilgrim, 
held at the Adams House in Boston, on the ISth of December, 1854, Ber. Robert 
W. Cnshman, D.D., Chairman, and Dr. N. B. Sbnitteff, Secretary, it was 

" Vcied, That Messrs. Henry W. Cnshman of Bemardston, Charle«»Cnshnuyi 
of Boston, and D. A. Cnshman of New York dty, be a Committee to call a 
meeting of the descendants of Robert Cnshman, the FOgrim, wliether of that or 
other names, — and tiiose connected with them by marriage, at snch a time and 
place as they shall think pmpn, to consider and act on the subject of a great 
fiunily meeting at old Plymonth some time during the ensuing summer." 

Pursuant to the duty Uius assigned us, the undersigned iuTite you to attend a 
meeting at the hall of the American Academy in the AthensBum Building, Beacon 
street, Boston, ("near the Tremont House,^ on Thursday, the 15th day of Febru- 
ary next, at 11 o'clock, A.M., for the purposes specified in the foregoing rote. 

The objects of the proposed meeting at Plymouth are, generally : — 

1st. To form an acquaintance with each other and eigoy the benefits and 
pleasure of social intercourse, and to hear such addrssaes and other serrices aa 
may bb arranged for the odcasion. 
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Sd. To stand on Plymonlli Rock, where onr anceston fint landed m Aumt* 
ica: to Tisit the spot where "Bohert Coshman preached the first sermon m New 
England that was ever printed/' and to bow in reneration at the grare of Elder 
Thomas Cnshman, " that precioos servant of Christ/' and his wife, Maiy AUer- 
ton, who " was the last saniTor of those who came over in the May Flower in 
1620." 

Sd. To make arrangements to erect a monument at Plymouth to the memory 
of oar anceston Robert and Thomas Cnshman, and, if desirable, to form an As- 
sociation of their descendants for that and other purposes. 

The early completion of a " Historical Genealogy of the Cnshmans," (now in 
press,^ by one of our number, seems to render the coming summer a fit and 
proper time for such a meeting, if such an one is ever to be held. 

We trust you will not fsil to be present at the meeting at Boston, or be repre- 
sented by some member of your family, or some relative of your neighboihood. 

If you cannot be present, will you please to communicate to the Chairman of 
the Committee your views of the proposed meeting at Plymouth, and whether 
yon and your family will attend it. 

An mrljf rqily, advising us who will attend the meeting at Boston, Is paitica- 
lariy requested. 



We are, with great respect, your kinsmen and fiiends, 

HENRY W. CUSHMAN, 
CHARLES CUSHMAN. 
D. A. CUSHMAN, 



•1 



Agreeably to the foregoing Circular, a meeting was bold at the 
Atbenaenm in Boston, on the 15tb of February, 1855, at wluch Hon. 
Henrt W. Gushman preaded, and B. H. Cushman of Winthrop, Me., 
was chosen Vice President, and Br. Nathaniel B. Shurtleft of 
Boston, Secretary. 

The meeting was well attended by delegates from all the New Eng- 
land States, and from the State of New York ; and for the first time, 
for many years, an AUerton, — a descendant of Isaac AUerton, of the 
May Flower, — ^was seen m New England. 

After a full and free discussion of the subject, a Committee of fifty 
was appointed to invite all the descendants of Bobert Cushman, the 
Pilgrim, to attend a meeting at Plymouth on the 15th of the ensoing 
August. 

A Committee, of which Cdarlbs Cushm ah of Boston was Chair- 
man, was appointed to report at that meeting on the subject of erecting 
a Monument to the memory of Bobert Cushman, the Puritan, of his 
son, Elder Thomas Cushman, and of Maiy AUerton, wife of the latter. 

Subsequently the Committee of Invitation issued the following 
Circular. 



Digitized by 




oogle 



Digitized by 



Google 



f 



V 







87 



CXLKBBATIOV OT TBB TwO HUKDSXD AUD ThiXTT-FIFTH AHKirXBlAXT 
OF THE X»AT WHXIT ROBEST CUSHXAV FIBST BAILED FOR AXSRICA. 

CIRCULAR. 

To the DactrndanU of Robert C^uhman, the Puritan, and their Famify Gmnediati. 
Bbethbxx jlvd Fbiehim: 

At a preliminaiy meetmg of the desoendante of our Filgrim Ancestor held at 
Boston on the 1 5th of Febniaiy last, the following Resolutions, presented by Rer. 
Robert W. Cnshman, D.D., of Boston, were nnanimonsly adopted : — 

Reiolved, By this assemblage of the descendants of Robert Cnshman, one of dio 
chief agents in the oolonixalion of this country, that we have beard with high grat- 
ification of the undertaking of onr kinsman, the Hon. Hemy W. Cnshman, to 
prepare a Genealogy of the posterity of that Filgrim Father ; and that we tender 
to him onr ooi^dial tiianks for the serrice he is thereby rendering to history. 

Reiolved, That although we heartily subscribe to tiie republican sentiment, that 
the daim of men to consideration consists in the elements of dieir own charactff 
and not in the source of their blood ; we nerertheless esteem a wordiy ancestry as 
a better inheritance than wealdi ; and we therefore regard it as a fkror of Divine 
PtOTidence and a cause for modest pride, that we are descended from one of that 
truly noble hand who laid the foundations of dviliiation and empire on these 
shores. 

lUtohed, That, in the prominence of the part which our ancestor took in die 
counsels, die labors and the sacrifices which gave existence and pennanency to 
the first setdements here, we recognise a debt to his memory iriudi has never 
been paid. While his coadjutors, from the circumstance of residence in the colo- 
nies, have been remembered in history, and their names perpetuated by the soil 
which his labors and resources were given to secure ; not a district, or town, or 
rivei*in the land, is yet charged by posterity with preserving his name fixrm obliv- 
ion ; although no name was more venenUed and loved by his contemporsries. 

iiesolMcf, Therefore, that we feel it to be a duty, bodi of filial piety and of patriotic 
gradtude to the first agent of the licyden Pilgrims ; the purchaser of the immortal 
May Flower; die Plymouth Colony's ''right hand" in England; the principal 
patentee of one of die first charters on ICassacfausetts Bay; the advocate from the 
press at home, of die abori^nal population ; and die Christian pleader finom the 
pulpit among die colonists here, fai behatf of peace and concord ; to do what lies 
in our power to give die name of Bobsxt Cushm ax its just place in the grateful 
memories of coming genentions. 

Renbfed, That hi pursuance of diis object we will unite with the rest of his 
descendants who may be able to assemble at Plymouth, in the Old Colony, on 
die 19th of August next, in celebrating the day that witnessed the successftd 
issue of his labors and sacrifices, when the May Flower sailed from England ; and 
that we will, fiirthermore, share with them in erecting in that place which was the 
cndle of his hopes, the home of his afiections, and the grave of his fomily, a 
Monument to his i 
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The tmdenigiied, a' Committee of Azrangementi appointed at the aboTe men- 
tioned meeting, therefore invite yon and yoor fiunQj to meet at Pilosix Haix^ 
Plymouth, Mass., on Wednesday, tiie 15th day of Angnst next, (tiie 235tii anni- 
renaiy of the day on wluch onr Ancestor first embaxied for America,) at 
10 o'clock, A.M. 

The following is an oatline of the public exercises anticipated on that oe- 
casion: — 

The meeting will first be organized by the appointment of a suitable number of 
Oflicers ;— after which a procession will be formed, under the direction of a Chief 
Marshal and Assistants, and proceed to the First Church, (where Thomas Cash- 
man serred as Ruling Elder for forty-three yean,) where a Dbcourse will be 
deliyered by Ber. Bobkbt W. Cushjcah, D J>., of Boston, accompanied by the 
tinging of original hymns and other religious exerdaes. After which the conqMuiy 
will dine together, and addressee will be deUvered by sereral distinguished cler- 
gymen of onr race and by Bot. Isaae Allerton of Chenango, N. Y., (now in the 
71st year of his age,) a descendant of Issac Allerton, who came over in the BCay 
Flower in 16S0, and whose daughter, liaiy, is the maternal ancestor of us all. 

The afternoon and evening will be spent in visiting the places of historic inter- 
est in the town, and in forming an acquaintance with each other. 

Thursday morning the company will meet at 9 o'clock at Pilgrim Hall, pro- 
ceed in a body to the Old Burying Hill Cemetery, and visit the grave of Elder 
Thomas Cushman and his wifo, Maiy Allerton, at which place short and perti- 
nent addresses will be delivered ; after which, tiie Committee previously ^pointed 
on the sulgect of a Monument to Bobert and Elder Thomas Cushman, will make 
a report, and if deemed expedBent» an Association will be formed for that purpose. 

It is estimated that tiiere are now living near Xioo CibiiKiJM/ of the name of Cush- 
man, descendants of Bobert Cushman, die Puritan, and neariy as many more of 
other names, who are connected with tiiem by marriage or are the offspring of 
Cushman mothers. From such a number, may we not have a meeting worthy 
the warn and the oocasionf 

The completion of a '' Historical Genealogy of the Cushmans," by one of* our 
number, seems to render this an eminentiy fit and proper time for a qnai familif 
meetuig oitbB nc». 

Come, then, Brethren and Friends I Come,— not only those who are near the 
hallowed spot, but all who reside in distant States and foreign lands. Come with 
your wives and children,— all, of every age and condition in life, who can,— all, 
who by consanguinity, however remote, are descendants of Bobert Cushman, and 
all those, also, who are connected with them by marriage. Come, also, descend- 
ants of Isaac Allerton, the Pilgrim. Though you are few in number, yet we are 
of one blood. 

Come and visit the graves of your Fatiien. Come,— on the CGxxxvth anniver- 
sary of the first embarkation of onr ancestor for America^ and stand with us on 
the hallowed ground which was the first home of onr forefkthers in this country. 
Make one pilgrimage to the venerated ''Plymouth Bock," and to "Pilgrim 
Hail.'* Visit witii us tiie spot where " Bobert Cushman preached the first Ser- 
mon in the United States that was ever printed." And especially let us bow in 
veneratilin at the grave of Elder THOXAa Cushxah, *' that pcocious servant of 
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God," and of Muy Allerton his wife, '* the last siirviYor of those who came orer 
in the Kaj Flower,"— and ofitsr np onr thanksgirings to God for die purity and 
piety of their lires ; for then* labors and sacrifices in the service of the PUgrim 
Chnrdi, and for die inheritance of their bright and beaatifiil example during their 
long lives of liberty, Holiness and Love. 

Another snch meeting, in all hnman probability, wiH never occur during onr 
lives. Let ns then, on diat day, meet as brothers and sisterB, — members of one 
femily, — and by what we may there experience, become hdUr prepand for our 
JmcUgcOhering in the land o/the bleued, where our piouMjbr^blMert sUU Uve, to welcome 
the long defending line of their ekUdren. 

[X^ Haj. Gen. Gustatub G. Cushmak of Bangor, Me., has consented to 
officiate as Chief Marshal on the occasion, to be aided by each Assistant Mar- 
shals as may be necessaiy. 

[X^ The Trustees of the PUgrim Society have veiy kindly gnmted the use of 
their Hall at Plymouth,' for the proposed meeting. 

D^ Those who receive this Circular are partoilariy requested to extend the 
invitation to all of our blood, within their knowledge, to attend this meeting. 

D^ We are anthoriied to announce that tickeu for die Old Colony Bailroad, 
fix>m Boston to Plymouth and back, can be obtained at the Depot, Kneeland 
street, Boston, at a reduced priee, for those who attend the Cnshman meeting at 
Plymouth. 

[X^ K. B.— Yon are pardcdaahf regneeted to communicate to the Chairman of 
this Committee, by the IStfa of July next, the number that may be expected from 
your family and other fiunHies in your neigfaboriiood, in order that the necessaiy 
anangements may be made for their accommodation at Plymouth. Those who 
do mot give diis notice must not expect to be provided for. 

fX^ The Committee of Anangements will be happy to see descendants of the 
other Pilgrim Fathers at Plymouth on that occasion. 

4piZ4,1855. 



COMXITTBB. 

HENBT W. CUSHMAN, 
BENJ. H. CUSHMAN, 
BEZALEEL CUSHMAN, 
HORACE CUSHlfAN, 
ISAAC N. CUSHMAN, 
X. C. STEVENS, 
EARL CUSHMAN, 
CHARLES CUSHMAN, 
FREEMAN L. CUSHMAN, 
JULIUS CUSHMAN, 
CEPHAS CUSHMAN, 
N. B. 8HURTLEFF, 
SAMUEL A. EATON, 
A. C. CUSmCAN, 
SPENCER CUSHMAN, 
JAMES L. CUSHMAN, 



JSemcvtuftNi, Afdsf « 
WinAnp,Me. 
Portland, Mt, 
Dallen,N.B. 
Iratbmgh^Vt, 
Bamet, Vi. 
Orwdl, Vt. 
Bo§ton,Ma$8, 
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yiwBedfiifd,Mim. 
KUigtton, 



: V- *' . 



JlKJik 



tinniiaa m ■ 



^■^ 



■bMii* 



r 



hitm 



r 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 



WILLIAM CUSHICAN, 


N€wBramirm,3iim. 


JOHN R. CU8HMAN, 


Amktnl, 


OE0R6E H. CU8HMAN, 


I^. 


JOSIAH CU8HMAN, 


Ahui^m, 


B. P. CUSHBfAN, 


Eaverkm, 


HUBBARD RU88ELL, 


Maldm, 


CHARLE8 H. PIERCE, 


Andaver, 


B. P. HATHAWAY, 


f)reeUMm, ** 


E. M. CU8HMAN, 


Pwmdmee,R.L 


J. ELLSWORTH CU8HKAN, WiUimaMk, €L 


EU8HA Cn8HMAN, 


DmpRumr,OL 


D. A. CUSHMAN, 


NewY<whOi^. 


GEORGE W. ALLBRTON, 


U M 


CHARLES TJ. CUSHMAN, 


JMbia^N.Y. 


ROBERT 8. CUSHMAN, 


Albansf, « 


WILLIAM T. CUSHMAN, 


BoeiabT, ^ 


E. C. A. CUSHMAN, 


CENemMfi, OUb. 


AMOS DRESSER, 




ROBERT W. CUSHMAN, 


PhiUMtkia,Pi^ 


WM. H. W. CUSHMAN, 


Oaawa^BL 


J. P. CU8HMAN, 


CbtfiwiQe,JfidL 


SmEON 8. CUSHMAN. 


FaafiUlowa. 


PETER N. CUSHMAN, 


PnurimnBe^Wk. 


HENRT CUSHMAN, 


Fortm^MLn^^Mhrn. 


JAMES CUSHMAN, 


BanmMDktrkt,S.C. 


CHARLES T. CUSHBIAN, 


CAaiim,€kL 


GEORGE F. CU8HMAN, 


Cakaba,Ala. 


JOHN F. CUSHMAN, 


Oxfiupdf MuB, 


RALPH CUSHMAN, 


MaHcMmO^LBL 


CHARLES D. CUSHMAN, 


QJifinutL 


JOSEPH CUSHMAN, 


ffuMM^tfiMi Awrntofjf, 


WmUAM CUSHMAN, 


SimlkwoU.ama<hWml. 


JOHN B. CUSHMAN, 


OU^&mliUMrMi. 


CHARLES A. CUSHMAN, 


Limdim,E^ibmi. 






I 



About 650 of tlie aboye Giienlar were sent to tumnib memben 
of the Gnfihman fiunilj and their conneotionB in all farts of the United 
States, Canada, South America and England. 

The following Cireolar was issaed, calling a meeting of the above 
mentioned Committee of fifty on Inyitatlon. 

Beab Sia: 

At a pielimiiu^y meeting of tiiedMeendflats of Robbst Cushmav, tiie Ffl- 
gri]n,heldattiieHdlof the American Acadeoiy, AtfaenMmi Bnildiqg, Beacon 
street, Bosion, on tiie 15ih of Eebmaiy last, it was -voled that agenenl meedng 
of aUtlieCaih]iians,an4a]l those eaoneetaa widi Umbb, lis WdatTljmondiy 
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Mass^ on the 15ih of Anjput next,— md a Committee of tE^tol you are one, wn 
appointed to make the neoessaiy arrangements for that meeting. 

Yon are therefore requested to attend a meeting of that Committee, at the Hall 
of the American Academy, in the Athencnm Building, Beacon street, Boston, on 
Wednesday, the Slst day of March hist at 10 o'clock, A.M., to make all the 
necessary arrangements for the meeting at Plymouth, which, from present indica> 
tions, will be a laige and interesting one. 

If, from distance or other cause it is not conrenient for yon to attend the meet- 
ing of the Committee, will yon please authorise die Committee who may 
assemble, to act in your behalf, and to place your name to a Circular of Inyita- 
tion which it may send outf 

A ffompl reply to the foregoing is partiaiUaiy requested. 
I am most respectfully and affectionately yours, 

HENBT W. CUSHMA17, 
Cknivmmn ^Cnmittu ^Jhrmtgmunit, 

BemardiUm, Man., Martk 12, 1854. 

At a mdeting held agreeably to the foregoing Circular, a Committee 
of Arrangements forthe Odehration at Plymouth was appointed, con- 
sisting of Hon. Henry W. Cnshman ai Bemardston, Charles Gnshman of 
Boston, Gapt. A. 0. Cnshman of New Bedford, F. L. Cnshman of 
Boston, and Spencer Cnshman of Kingston, Mass. Maj. Oen. Gns- 
taTus G. Gnshman of Bangor, Me., was appointed Chief l^arshal for 
the occasion, and Charles Cnshman of Boston, Treasnrer. 

The following commnnication was among many acts of kindness 
and oonrtesy on the part of the Pilgrim Society of Plymouth. 

Pltmouth, Jajt. 81, 1855. 
To HoK. HxmT W. Cusmuv, 

The undersigned. Trustees of the Pilgrim Society, dieerfnlly comply widi 
iSbfb request contained in your oommunicatkm of the S6ih inst., for the use of Pil- 
grim Hall as a place of meeting for tiie proposed assemblage of the descendants 
of Bobert Cnshman. Ko ^eelebntkm b designed by the Pilgrim Bodetf before 
the 12d of December next, and such time, therefore, may be designated for your 
meeting as will best promote the couTenience of all oonoemed, notice thereof 
behig gifon to William 8. BusseO, who will fiuilitate all requisite arrangements 
desired on your pait. 

WIL 8. BUSSELL, 
WIN6L0W WAHREN, 
JAMES T. HAYWARD, 
CHASI£S 6. DAVI8, Ihuteee 

A. L. RUSSELL, ^the 

ABRAHAM JACKSON, PO^ SodUg, 
TIM OTHY GORDOK, 
' J. I*. HEDGE, 
KATHX B. 8HURTLEFF, 
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CEREMONIES AT PLYMOUTH. 



Oh Wednesday^ tbe ISth of Aogost, ihe defloendanto of Bobert 
CndiinaD, the Pflgrim, haying assembled at Pilgrim Hall in Plymouth, 
at 10 o'clocik, A.M., the meeting was called to order by Hon. Henrt 
W. GusHM AN of Bemardston, and Qen, G. O. Oitshm an of Bangor, He., 
Cluef Marshal, was introduced to the company. After afew words of 
congratulation and welcome, on motion of GHAnLSS Gushman, Esq., of 
Boston, it Committee of fiye was appointed by the Chair to report a list 
of officers fixr the meeUng. That Committee reported, and the follow- 
ing were appointed the permanent officers ibr the Cdebration. 

PBSSIDBHT. 

Hon. HENBT W. CUSHMAN, of Btmardsian, Mqm$. 

VtCB PBBStDBHta. 

Bbeauxl CirsnMAN, Pinihnd^ Me. 
Don Alorzo Cushman, New York OUg. 
Chablbs U. Gushman, Newhwrg^ N. T. 
Hon. Samubl Glabk, Bra»Uboro\ Vi. 
BoBBRT 8. Gushman, ABanjf, ilT. 71 
Dr. Earl Gushman, OnoeU, Vi. 
James Gushman, JBamweU JXetrtet, S. O. 
Datid Gushman, Wul Exeter, N. T. 
Bbnjamin H. Gushman, Wintkrop, Me. 
Thomas Gushman) BridgewqUr^ Ma$$. 
HosBA CuftBMAH, JBudkfM, Me. 
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EECBKTARIII* 

Dr. N. B. Shcrtliff, Boston, 
E. M. CuBHMAK, Providence, M^ L 
ALEXAin>EE CUBEHAN, New Torh Oity, 
JoaiAH CuaitUAN, Ahin^ton, Mats. 

ABBIBTAUT UABBHAIii. 

Gen. Aetemas Cushman, Mochetier, Vl 
Col W. H. W. CcBHHAK, Ottawa, lU. 
Gen. Altin Bolster, Mumford, Me. 
Oapt, Caleb Cubiiman, Nantucket, Moss. 
Capt. Chaeles F. Cu8iiiiA3c, Canton, Mass. 
Gapt. Jars Cdsbmah RiCHp £7, S, Army. 

Dn N, B. Sbtttileffof Boflton. uid Hon. Henry W. Cttfihman of 
Bemardatoiif were appointed to prepare and pnblifili the proceedings t^ 
tbiB Celebmtion. 

Tbe followiDg communication wa£ TeceiTed from tlie TmsteeB of tbe 
Pilgrun Society, who had l>een invited by the Committee of Anange- 
inentB to attend the Celebration. 



Beam Sib: 



PLTlfOtlTB, Anf. 11, 1655, 



At a meeting of the Tni»t«ei of the Pilgrim 8odet j, held lul ereniog, the 
President had the honor to laj before the Board the invrtAtiaa of the Commitiee 
of AiraDgements of the CDfihinAii Family, to Join in tbe ^Iehr«lion on the l&th 
init. aod to attend Che dinner 

It wai uwnimoiulj voted to accept tb« inTltadtm^ and the Clerk €i tbe Boaid ' 
wai dJUtiCtGd to CDOvej to joo the pleaanre with whtcfa ihtj accept the ioTitatioa. 
Permit me^ dear sir, in falfi[Ung thie dntj, to aifsnie j<m erf th« int^z^t which the 
Trtutees of the PUgrim Socie^ feel in joor celebration, and of the desire ex- 
preued to as«iit lo an j maitot« in which yon may feel die need of their actiTe 
cooperation. 

Toniv *efy tnJy, 



CHAELES O. DATIS, 



Hon, H. W. CtrgHHAif, 
Chairman of QmMittm cf Jjra^mieniM. 
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A procession was tben formed under tbe direction of tbe Cliief 
Marehal and his AssisUnte, escorted by the Pljmonth Brass Band, 
(the arrangement being by famUies,) which proceeded throng^ Coart» 
North and Water Streets to Plymouth Bock ; thence by Cole's Hill, 
— ^where the first Pilgrims were buried, — and thence throng^ Leyden 
Street, by the spot where Robbrt Cvshiian preached his sermon in 
1621, to the First Church, standing on the spot where originally the 
first meeting-house was erected, and where the society of the First 
Church in Plymouth has since continuously worshipped, when the fi)l- 
lowing exercises were had. 

L YOLUNTABT ON THE OttGAN. 



n. ORIGINAL HTMN. 

BT MX. CUBHMAB Or TBOT, M. T. 



Wnm MMBJ • BMMIBtl 

Tnm pimWe, tek« and rivar, 
Aad fixMi kiMd w« COB*. 

Wiih glMBiftg owt «ii iptv, 
yior ^di ao h&n wonbtp 



BocND Ibr Iha pOfitai ModMT 
Upon th« nn of flHM 1 



God oTov pilfrioi fttlMB I 

Wo Mom tkj alfbcj iMad 
not oa tho otom J woton 



ICkjf 

Ftar Hvoo oo p«N aad koly 
Wo Mom oar ftthon* God. 

Maj wo, thtir Mn, lakMlt 
AMoMiagfloMoahifhl 
Aad loan ftaai oar Ibtofotbrn 



tJabanMd, Ibo tnutlaf pOgrtaao, 
l^nmfh aa^y a poril pooMd, 



m. FBATBB. 

XST. HSMST OCSHMAX Or FHILUFS, MX.,— (tHX OLDXST CLXXOTMAX OV 



) 



lY. READING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

BT XKT. XUrnS S. CU8HMAV OT OXWBLL^ TT.. 
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V. HYMN. 
BT BAiiuxL »ATi8, S8Q.^Selected Ibr the occasion.} 



IM chiMran Imib the niCbty 46«d«, 
Their SIhm •cbiered oTcM ; 

And 11111, M time to tine meeMde, 
TV Am !*• tab mt^M, 

Here wbUe we fondly tnee tbe leene 

ThU Joyooe daj recnlle. 
Let yontk whh leveread age eoBTeBe 



Tbeir pioiM tolle, tbelr Jnet rewarda, 

ftecaming tribntea date, 
Wklie fkliliflil liiitOTy reeoida 



Bare flnt tbe templet Totrra Ana, 

Aeplring, aooght tbe ekka, 
And bare Religlon*fe exiled train 

Let Maalag etrangaia viev tba gnmad, 

Bare laek tradition^ kwa, 
Wbara FUgrlma walked on boly gionnd. 



Let cbtldran « 

Thelf cbotal piaiwa aing; 
80 eball tbe Mnae, aa time p ro c eeda. 

Bar meed oTineanaa bring. 



TI. ABDBESS. 

BT BET. BOBBBT W. CUBHMAV, PJ>.« OF BOSTON. 






Vn. PRAYER. 

BT BET. ISAAC AIXBBTOV OF CHBHABOO, B. T. 

Gbbat Jbbotah, it is tbe Iwmble desire of Ihj frail childreii to liaTe andienoe 
ivitli thee, and to know hj blessed assonmoe that we are thine; thy liand has erer 
Iwen our support, and tiie atoning merit of thj beloved Son, has, in all i^;es and 
circnmstances, been the strong tower where thy children hare reposed in salety* 

Oh, Lord, we thank thee that thon hast apportioned to oar finefathen and 
mothers the seeds of thy grace, which qnlckeneth the dead in sin to a new and 
spuitoal life, which is bonnded by the eternity of thy own existence, and wliich, 
blessed be thy name, is erer hid safely in the iaithfiil keeping of thy Son, who 
loves his own even to the end. And we wonld adore thee for that seed planted in 
the bosom of oor ancestors, wMch is of an incormptible nature ; that they lired 
in the eigoyment of the plenitude of thy ISsTor ; so, also, hare they all died in ftltlu 

Oh, God, we, thy unworthy children, liave now azrired at the.land of our Ibre- 
ftthers on pilgrimage; it is among ancient tombs and sainted bones we hope to 
find the graves of our mothers and worthy sires. Blessed Lord, tiiy Churdi can 
scarcely inftyrm us of a providenoe during thy great administration, so complex as 
that which sundered a Pilgrim band so soon, and summoned to the grave one 
half whom thine own hand sustained in the May Flower across the deep waters. 
Surely thy servants are occupying ground, where, in the days of our Pilgrim 
hJSMn, there was disease and death in every humble dwelling, and from whidi 
thy holy angels bore to Abraham's bosom one half of thy Pilgrim diaige. 

Oh, God of our Pilgrim frUihers ; it was on this ground a scene of disquietude 
once pervaded thy American Israel ; thy wrath seemed to smoke against thine 
own anointed, and did contribute, mixed with mercy, to effect iSbit enrolment in 
thy book Ibr the spkit worid, of a oonsidenble portion of those vriio were tiie first 
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lights, to bear the refonned rdigion to this newlj disoorered worid. ICaay m 
Rachd has wept here, and many a David has said, '' Oh, my son ! my son Absa- 
lom ; wonld to God I had died for thee, my son ! my son ;" Bat oh Lord our God, 
thoQ didst spare a remnant of thy Pilgrim Chnrch, which thy right hand has 
watered and made to increase ; and even the desolation of thy spiritoal Ameriean 
flock, thon hast made a powerfnl means of fhtnre faithfulness on the part of thoae 
who might, with ovennnch sonow here, have been disoooraged, and who may 
have said, the " Lord hath spoiled and forsaken and left ns few in nmnber." 

We thank thee, oh God, that the red man hath received from our ftthen Ay 
holy word ; and that in the place where the war-cry was heard, the steam whisde 
echoes ; and where was once the savage pathway, the lightning plays on ld»> 
graphic wires. 

We adore thee because thon hast caused heart piety to grow here, and thon bast 
borne its blaze, lighted by holy fire, into evciy part of this American oontinenL 
Oh fan this flame ; — the light in which Pilgrims marched erect heavenward, and by 
which thon hast made the daik valley Inminons to thy trembling children. Oh 
aanctify ns for thyself only, and enable ns to finish onr oonrse with joy, and finally 
bring ns, with onr fathers, to thy fiur land of promise; and may eadi of ns then 
strive to make the lowest bow, in a doxology once snng by Pilgrims here on Ay 
footstool, and which will employ the fervor of all the saved, by the atoning modti 
of thy Son Jesns Christ onr Lord. 

May we profit by the meeting of kindred and friends; may we lake leave of 
each odier in bonds of Christian love ; and, oh God, wilt thon hide ns, thy chil- 
dren, in thine own pavillion, and may the secret of thy tabbbitacxbs be onr «tap- 
nal rest. Ammx axi> Ammx, 



Vni. ODB. 
BT HOir. jonr datxs of pltiiouthw— CSeleded.^ 



Bom of noowaed diM, 
Join ia InmoBtoos choin, 

6w«U your kwd foagt ; 
BMgiilma of p6art»oi doBMo, 
Oi«Do witk your nfld ■ffcliims, 
I^bC tliolr iwond mmioi 

PwoU oa joor toBgnoo. 



Hore tneo tbo BMio»>growa i 
Wbora not tteir aMnddoriag koaoo, 

Afola to rioo ; 
AadlotthyooBobolod 
To omulato tho dood, 
Whllo o*M tbeir tonbo tkoj t 

Wkb aiolotoned tjm. 



IX. BENEDICnOK. 

BT mEW* 9B. KBVDAIX OF FLTXOUTH. 









After the ooDdmnon of the flervioes at the church, the ticfcet-holden 
Te-assembled in Bavis's capacious hall on Main street, where about lour 
hundred people sat down to a eoUation, provided by Mr. Peny of the 
Mansion House. 
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This feature in the anangement having been concluded, Hon. Hkkkt 
W. GusHMAH, President of the day, excused himself from making any 
introductory remarks on account of ill-health, and announced the fid- 
lowing sentiment : — 

The Day we CdArate—Tht embarkation of Robert Cnshman for America. 
The most important of die great series of important proTidenoes of God, by 
which He seems from the first to haTC de8ig;ned the planting on these shores of a 
great nation, securing the blessnigs of dril and roligions liberty. 

This sentiment was responded to by Bev. Bufus S. Cushman of 
Orwell, Yt., in an appropriate speech, concluding with a sentiment. 

The Day we CdAraH/t^ 
Mr. President: 

This day, the anniTenary of the first sailing of Robert Cnshman to 
America, carries us back to the time when New England was in its infancy, 
to the germ of aU her present power and civilization. I can see in a glance 
the contrast with that she now is. No contrast in this line of look can be 
greater. New England in 1620, New England in 1855. It u life and dy- 
ilization instead of death and savageiam. Hnmanity in its highest earthly 
attunments, as yet, instead of roving bmtali^. Nature developed and cul- 
tivated, instead of nature stunted and dwarfed. Then, ali was feebleness 
in the extreme ; look, now, the mightiest mght on earth I Her villages 
needing among her hills and mountains ; enlivened and haUowed by the 
quiet meeting-house, enriched by the modest school-house, adorned by the 
neat and opened homes of her generally peacefiil citisens ; her work-shops 
tiie contented and life-yielding home of her inventive and Yankee cultured 
minds, industrious and enterprising hands; her water&lls laughingly helping 
on every good work ; her yeomanry free, sturdy, of brave arm and stalwart 
breast,— -owners of the soiV-her colleges, here and there, towering upward 
to east over all their elevating and ennobling influences; her Govern- 
ment intent upon the noble work of preventing crime, that they may not 
bave crime to punish or prevent; her soil unstMoed by llie fi>ul plague-spot 
of Slavery; her whole territory netted and dotted over with the works of 
art; her population numerous, moral and a^iring,— this is New England 
as die is. And yon know what she was 235 years ago, when thus baptized 
by her reverend Fathers; when her territoiy was one Tast and quite un- 
broken wilderness, waving in the breeae and nighing alone the dii^ of old and 
passing time, — ^the free home of the panther, and of the eagle plunging in 
eolitaiy grandeur from lus rock-built nest, — ^when the untutored Indian 
roved over these fields, sported on her lakes and rivers, noble, and yet de- 
graded. With only a litde and feeble band here on this Bock planted, 
b not the contrast striking between New England as she was in 1620, 
and New Eng^d as she now b? 
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And wbat has made it ? By what agency has this regeneration taken 
place ? Whence comes it that upon this barren soil, under onr harsh and 
frowning skies, there has thns stalked into histoiyf as with the tread of a 
giant, this great and free land of New England ? 

The life^ed of all this growth lay there in that little Te«eL It was in 
part planted by oar ancestor, Robert Cushman, whose memory we hallow 
to-day as we look npon the glory of the opened and fall ripened resnlt 

Bot words cannot ezprera this contrast This toast might well be passed 
in silence, as too full of sentiment,— fraught with too much of greatness 
lor expression. My '* sentiment " is 

New England in 1620 and Kew England in 1855,-Hhe greatest of mors! eon- 
tnmL May it never be less. 

Second regular toast : — 

Mary AUerton — ^The common mother of all the Coshmans, worthy of her com- 
panion, Thomas Cushman, the common father of them aQ. 

The response to this sentiment was by Bev. Isaao Allxetoh of 
Chenango, N. Y., one of a considerable number of descendants of 
Isaac AUerton, several of whom were present. 

Mb. Presibknt: 

It is at the advanced age of more than 70 years I am present to greet 
yon upon this Pilgrim aoiL It is here, Sir, my ancestors once stood ; and it 
is beneath a suriace not fiur distant, they repose, and have long slumbered 
in consecrated ground. 

It b at this table, where we have, for the first time, and in all probability 
the last, dined together, I raise my age-worn Toice and say, it is good 
for us to meet and to dwell together in unity ; to commence an acquuntanoe 
that will result in eternal brotherhood ; to feed on the products of a soil 
once cultivated by hands that were long ago folded Ibr a celestial lii^t 

It is at Plymouth, the Old Colony, planted by our fiyrefathers, I announce 
my honored name after the yenerable Isaac AUerton, the old Pilgrim; 
who, 285 years ago this 15th day of August, embarked in the May Flower 
for this, to him then unknown and unexplored wilderness. Isaac AUerton, 
with an angelic female, his wife, and Mary, lus daughter, who in after time 
became the chosen and wedded companion of Thomas Cushman, the wordqr 
son of Bobert our venerated ancestor, — ^these. Sir, were precious namesi 
serious minded and courageous heroes and heroines. 

Sir, I take a firm stand on this occasion. I have come to Plymouth to 
vindicate my ancestors ; no man shall impose upon your qieaker a gag law. 
I thank high Heaven that Massachusetts is now the cradle of freedom ; all 
generatiops imay profit by the tolerance and logic of Isaac AUertoo, the 
pilgfim. 
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Sir, my ancetton were good and lojal nibjects " to the powers tiiat be 
and are orduned of God f thej noTer, no, never refused submission to the 
only needed anthoritadve power. In matters of conscience and rdigums 
homage, they acknowledged but one king as head of the Church, and it 
was to Christ alone they rendered the tribute of a patient and quiet spirit 

Sir, may I not say thit Mary AHerton, the wife of Thomas Cushman, was 
bom of and nurtured by an angelic mother. She was the child of the 
most tolerant and humane, whose Tirtues fiye, whose name is greeted from 
the great city of New York to that of New Orleans,— -the grave-yard of 
America ; and this name. Sir, has been pasnng over great waters for two 
hundred years. A gallant ship has been launched upon the floods, and in 
name is a memorial of Laae Allerton, my ancestor ; numerous seaports hail 
the name of the venerated Pilgrim ; and have you, Sir, forgotten the sire 
of Mary, the mother of this venerable Cushman band 7 Be that as it nmy, 
I must not leave the land of my fathers until I shall have imparted to this 
assemblage the importance of greater knowledge in the history of your pro- 
genitors, and also that you chasten your memory. For my part. Sir, I 
seem to occupy tins platform alone ; it devolves on me to bring before yon 
a name that should have been written in capitals oh the first page of your 
history: 8uffer~me ti^^instruct you I Be ye not offended with my immov- 
able poaitionl Akme, an'^^^ -veteran, bearing some scars, and, like 
my ancestor, having been a martyr by coercive eocleriastical intolerant 
domination, I say suffer me to remove the mists and fogs that have too long 
concealed and strove to toU into oblivion the worthy deeds of Isaac Aller- 
ton, the Pilgrim. 

His education was respectable, his virtue firm and indomitable, his elocu- 
tion persuaave ; he never. Sir, apostatized from the tolerance and fiath of 
the Pilgrim. Tell me. Sir, or inquire first of those who nicely balance tiie 
destination of men, and show me the great moral character who has merited 
more from posterity than my ancient sire ; but I must not require of you. 
Sir, a task so impossible 1 my ancestor outweighs a multitude ; the scale 
teDs the whole story ; none like him equally tolerant amongst that Pilgrim 
band. 

Adjudication against presumed witchcraft, and the State murders perpe- 
trated by good men under the power of ** strong delusion f the intderant 
abuse of the men who wore the large brimmed hat, and who said ^Iftce" 
and ^ tAott** to a ringle person ; — in these matters, Sir, my ancestor had no 
share ; he employed no intolerant laws, he was no inqoiritor, he is therefore 
pure and clean in heaven ; no stain of blood has descended, like the maik 
of Cain, to crimson the reputation of his posterity. Sir, I bear at Plymouth 
no bloody memorial, but hold up the flag of my ancestor ever clean and white. 

When Boj^r Williams was remanded from this Commonwealth, on ac- 
count of his consdentiomi opinions, Isaac AUertQn was tibe advocate for 
compasaon, and not emeltf^at the altar of Christian toleration ; and it b in 
7 
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glorj, Sir, thoasancls now biul and applaud my Tirtnons predeceanr as a 
reliever of the oppreflsed, perBecuted, exiled, trembling children of God. 

Permit me. Sir, again to bring before you Maiy Allerton, the daughter 
of a sire so iforthj; Maiy, worthy the high character of her husband, and 
of the &ther which begat him ; Maiy, the mother of all the Cushman race « 
truly, I may say, ^ The memory of the just is blessed." How uniform was 
her character. 

I was going to inquire of yon. Sir, and ask if she was not one of earth's 
angels when in the cradle. Oh how eloquently did a matron chime, 
^Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber;* but where is her cradle now ? 
Booked by the rerolution of our globe, it is. Sir, yonder in the house 
appointed for all the liTing. Oh how renerable b that dust, and how 
blessed is that departed spirit,~-ab8ent from the body and ever with the 
Lord 1 She lived to a good patriarchal age, and left her legacy to thousands 
upon thousands on this New England and other distant soils. Peace to 
my Cushman race, echoed Mary, while a tenant of earth,—* stranger and 
pilgrim, seeking for herself and children a city and country, whose builder 
and maker u Ciod. 

Sir, Mary Allerton, with her husband, Thomas Cushman, are now occu- 
pying a prominent place in two worids. Heaven, Sir, environs the nre 
and the matron. It is on earth. Sir, a monument must rise to the name of 
Cushman, and also to that of Mary Allerton, — the great mother of a poster- 
ity in Earth and in Heaven. The seal of the Lord in the bosom of a nu- 
merous Cushman band will accomplish this. 

Sur, your great mother still loves her children ; death interrupts, but 
never dissolves the nnion of kindred. The hdy fervor of a glorified matron 
invites yon to look to the ^ rock whence ye were hewn,"— ^ Laac Aller- 
t00| her frther. It is lus blood. Sir, tiiat drcnlates warm in Cushman vans. 

It is in this place. Sir, as I look over the resolution and the virtues of my 
ancestors, I seem to bdiold diose venerated names, those then oppressed 
inctividuals asking wisdom of God, to direct them in thdr then great enter- 
prise ; I seem, not in fimcy, but in spirit, with them when they bent the 
suppliant knee, and poured into the ear of the God of houness the incense 
ofa grieved spirit It is here. Sir, I take a retrospect, I look to the mother 
land ; I behold fond relatives receiving and returning the parting kiss ; 
«<iare ye well," were words uttered with a full tide of affection ; ««forewell" 
was written on the sand, and left legible in many an aggravated bosom ; 
^ farewell, aged kindred, now taking leave of your children, and leaning 
with sadness upon the top of your staff; forewell ^Kxne, sweet home, the 
land of our childhood and of our Inrth r 

It was then, Sir, the eternal God treasured their incense, which is now 
perfume in the Holy of Holies. He q>read over the conscientious adven- 
inrers the broad hand of a protecting providence, gave -them strength to 
weigh ^heir aaohor and to spread thor «ailsy ipd cansed them to ride on 
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the top of foaming waters to this haves, then Bilvered with the frost and 
snow of wititer ; and tbej fonnd this place prepared by Jehovah fyr his 
Chnrch in the wildemeas, where our fore&thers had protection for a time 
from the scourge of intolerance. 

Sir, I have adverted to the prayers of my ancestors ; permit me to an- 
nounce that they are recorded in the eternity of God's book of remem- 
brance ; they have, in tlieir influence, reached the sensibilities of that God 
man who is ever afflicted at the tribulations of his children. 

Those were prayers of faith, that extended eastward, westward, north- 
ward and southward, and upward to the throne of the Highest. They have 
reached and environed posterity; we, their descendants, inherit their 
mantle, and the bond of God's covenant, strong and luminous, is gathered 
around us in answer to supplications which 285 years ago flowed from con- 
fiding, grieved and agonizing souls. Where, 8ir, was the soul of Isaac 
Allerton, the Pilgrim, then clad in terrestrial attire, and also of bis worthy 
coadjutors and brethren, who through faith in the virtue and patriotism of 
posterity, subdued a kingdom, wrought righteousness, escaped the growl 
and roar of the intolerant lion, quenched the violence of the Star Chamber 
fire, diffused a pure gospel among savage tribes on this continent, and en- 
^ tailed to posterity the seeds of our Federal Union, — the stars of prominng 
States and Territories^ — the principles of virtue, and liberty of conscience. 

But, Sir, who, with a soul flaming with seal and holy courage, then 

ottered those prayers? Why name our forefathers, who once occupied 

' these gardens and fields, who worshipped near these temples, but are now 

the Zonfs dead! -whose names we bear, and whose memory and very dust 

we venerate. 

Sir, it was near this hallowed spot our fathets shared their scanty 
meals, reposed on their bard beds, gathered from these wild meadows, and 
poured out their sweat and blood to cultivate the wilderness. They have 
labored, and we, their posterity, and even strangers, enjoy the frmt of 
their toil 

Sir, at this table, I almost wish to behold my ancestors in the fledi, 
smd to mingle with them in earth's bounteous provitton ; but I ask of 
Heaven modesty and decorum on an occasion so solemn and interesting. I, 
therefore, forbear to disturb tbeir slumbering ashes; I dare not be impor- 
tunate with Jehovah to send from Abraham's bosom to this distracted and 
bleeding world my kindred now with God ; I dare not. Sir, petition glori- 
fied souls to alight on these seats with mortals ; blessed Pilgrims, safe fimn 
tiie contagion of moral evil, never to hunger more. 

Instead of speculating with our imaginations among sainted bones and 
glorified spirits, rather. Sir, may I, myself, and you, also, aspire after the 
nobler objects they have attained, practise the holy examples they have 
left their kindred as a legacy, and direct our hearts and &ith upwards lor 
celestial five, where existence is interminable, taid fiiends and kindred 
when once congregated are never sundered. 
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Sir, this eartb, the great footstool and thorong^ifiure for tbe Bodely of 
men, win never more recognize all present, as a solemn, festive party of 
one pulse, of one blood, of one heart " Our Hfe b a vapor that appears 
for a litlle while and vanishes away." 

It is, however, the immovable decree of Him whose province it is to 
shake the heavens and the earth, yea, to shake all nations, that there shall 
be a great meeting of every nation and kindred and tongue and people ; — 
that meeting. Sir, will not be at Plymouth, — the land of bur forefiUhers, — 
but before the throne of God and the Lamb. 

It is my great business on this occasion, it is the full extent of my 
misnon this day, to unroll and spread before you the great circular, hav- 
ing the signature of Him who was and is to appear. It is on this platform I 
announce the gathering of the nations and the opening of the books; it is 
at Plymouth I say to you. Sir, and to my kindred. Come and dine with your 
forefathers and mingle with angels ; come with the staff of your ftith erect, 
with your lamp trimmed, and also having hope as the helmet of your nl- 
vation. Be ye strong to bear up under that fur more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory. That, Sir, will be the last great meeting, when men 
and angels wiU mingle together ; its order will be magnificent ; its Chief 
Marshal will surely be in attendance, his banner will wave in glory and in 
majesty; countless stars, once fiillen, but recovered by redeeming influ- 
ence, will be his crown; his name, — mighty to save, — will be on eveiy 
forehead; his aids and assistant marshals, to render that meeting illoi- 
trious, will be thrones, dominions, principalities and powers. That, Sir,' 
will be an assemblage of kindred and friends ! Isaac AUerton, my ancestOTy 
blessed Mary, his daughter, and the Cushmans, whose graves we pn^iose to 
vint, are now in heaven awaiting our arrival ; and oh, bow eloquently will 
they greet and welcome their children home. 

We seem. Sir, to have an interestin the very dnstof our ancestota. We 
venerate earth's cold soil as sacred wherever they repose in consecrated 
ground; we erect monuments to perpetuate their names, their virtues, tiieir 
tribulations and achievements. But the most sacred interest is that part of 
our kindred which is immortal, and which also has passed the gate of 
death, and which, conducted by ministering s^ufits, has entered into 
rest 

And now, Sir, may we emulate their virtues, possess their qnrit of holy 
sympathy and toleration ; may we meet in one general assembly, worslup 
God with our forefathers, and ultimately shake hands and eat bread in 
Heaven, " where there is ndther Jew nor Greek ; where there is neither 
bond nor free ; male or female ; but all are one in Christ Jesus." 



The Preadent then introduced to the oompany Simvbl Adams 
Eaton, Etq., of Boston, who delivered in a very eloquent mamier the 



)itl0mmmm^mt^iitmm 



:^-- 



■ lili'ft jiiliilipiiUaM* 



II t II a it lit 111 



Digitized by vnOOQ iC 



Digitized by 



Google 






58 



0BI6INAL POEM. 

Stern browed oppression, tbroiigb tbe realms of space 
Cmsbed bearts relentless. Bobbed of every grace, 
Tbe tyrant roled witb fierce, despotic sway, 
And moral darkness clouded mental day. 
Progression lingered in tbe marcb of Time, 
Wben Cusbman songbt New England's stranger clime ; 
Tbat spirit cbained npon tbe parent sod, 
Songbt in tbe wilds communion witb its God. 

Her wbitened sail tbe pilgrim bark bad spread 
Wben every bope tbe pilgrim beart bad fled. 
Angels wove garlands of eternal ligbt, 
Witb beams of day, and stars plucked from tbe nigbt 
Tbey sang soft psBans of extatic cbeer — 
Tbey cbided sorrow — tbey dispelled eacb fear. 
Faitb's finger traced in cbaracters of flame 
Upon tbe sky. New England's fntnre fiune. 

In cbnrcbes loAy, and not made iritb bands, 
In trooblous bonr tbe gtordy pilgrim stands. 
No scnlptared temple raised its walls on bigb ; 
God's towering arcbes pierced tb' o'erbanging sky. 
Tbe fiarest oaks tbe woodman's axe ne'er felled 
Where tbe first antbems of our fidbers swelled — 
They rose in grandeur, in their native pride. 
And bowed to Heaven, mjestic side by nde. 
l%e fretted dome of tbe eternal sky, 
Ctouded in darkness, met tbe pilgrim's eye. 
Hope's smiles were heavy— Faith's o'erburdened heart 
Watched for tbe C^t, but fi>und tbe darker part 
No i^eam of joy, tbe darkness to dispel. 
Bide angel Toioes whisper, ^ All iB well." 
Calmly they bowed beneath tb' afllicting rod 
That tried Am fidth and bound them to their God. 
Earth has not seen, from nature's noblest mould, 
Such men— ay, women, as tbat stricken Ibid. 
Aak ye their sorrows? Salt, unbidden tears 
From qnrit fi>untaans gushed, through ling'ring yean. 
The souTs great charter, wrested from their bands. 
Drove them to roam firtNn homes and native lands. 
B/tHiffOOM Freedom— ah ! how deariy bought— 
IVee t^ght to wonldp— was the boon they sought 
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Unchained to kned at the Abnigfaty thnme ; 
In God's high presence to stand up— alone. 
Tbej asked no right of others to destroy, 
Who nred the freedom that we now eigoj. 

Think not their misnon ended with their days ; 
A golden twiligh.t hung upon the rajs 
Of brightest glories that embalmed thdr &me, 
As history gnsptd the lostre of their name. 
The Pilgrim Fathers — Champions of the right, 
BeT^ng in beams of Heaven's Promethean light, 
Shall live immortal Time shall pass away, 
While yet the memory of their deeds shall stay — 
Stay in fresh Terdore— gathering grace with 
To bloom forever upon history's page. 

Forgotten — "So I their children shall arise, 
And loud thanksgiving rend the echoing i 
Not lulled to quiet— Earth still feels the shock 
That shook its centre from the Plymouth Bock. 
There, Freedom dared, and did assert its iigfat, 
And Christian warriors waged a Christum fight ; 
There gathered priests — and incense did arise * 
From freedom's altar, their first sacrifice. 
"Twas bathed in blood — ^wrung from bold qurits then — 
The pile was lighted by the hands of men. 
December snows chilled not those hearts of oak. 
As sorrow's tempest madly o'er them broke. 
Their hands nnmailed, wielded the aword of trutl^ 
And grey-beard age Venewed the fire of yontb— 
Those manly heroes— all in vain atlast,^ 
We seek their fellows Uirough the buried past 

*Tis not my task to blaaon fi>rdi thw praisei 
More than give lustre to the noontide rays, 
lis not my lolly ; vain presumption, bold. 
But punts the Uly— gilds refined gold. 
Bashly, I linger with the honored Head, 
But will not rush where angels lightly tread. 
The Pilgrim Fathers I Beverently gaze 
And mark their virtues— silent, in amase. 
Ope not your lips — their sorrowing tale to fteU, 
Who came from trial, saying, " All is welL" 
Ye need not picture howdespair^s jembncie 
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Welcomed tfiat father of Die Coshman race : 
Ye need not say that shepherd sought his flock, 
And based his hope on the eternal rock. 
No other shelter than the immortal arm 
Sustained his spirit — ^banished all alarm. 
Behold — ^he stands — ^the Puritan, the sage, 
That preacher Cushman of the Pilgrim age I 

Think not his memory lingers in the shade, 
With things forgotten and about to &de. 
Immortal brightness and undying light 
Enshrine in glory champions of the right 
Beligious freedom marshals serried ranks, 
The elder Bobert liveth in their thanks. 
Say in your hearts shall all his goodness die, 
With thankless children shall his Firtues fly. 
Or, win yon emulate his spodess fiune 
And bring new glories to his deathless name ? 

Ingrate to justice, fiuthless should I proTe, 
Withholding here the tribute due to loye. 
The guardian spirit of our brightest schemes, 
Perennial annshine, woman ever seems. 
Think not her mission b(»ne no enrious part. 
Nor winged bright hope into the pilgrim heart ; 
Think not her eyes, by heayen ordained to smile, 
Beamed not with mercy and irith joy the while ; 
Think not her faith quiuled in the fearful strife, - 
No fickle firailty marked the pilgrim wife. 

I loYe the theme. The poef a art I crave, 
^ Last at the cvoas and eariiest at the grave f 
Woman, lor thee to twine a tribute meet, 
Thy jost reward is at the judgment aeat 
Exhanstleas wealth aeems beggared at thy daim, 
Words, words are bankrupt when they write thy fiune. 
Eden lacked gbiy till thy graces beamed. 
And with thy advent bright perfection streamed. 
Bathing the world in floods <^ gentle power, 
That made thee queen of every passing hour. 
Woman 1 thy faith, thy truth, thy love shall stand 
A bright memorial of the Pilgrim band, 
Till tottering Time shall end hu destined race 
And helpless, court Eternityls embrace. 
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Forgotten 1 no ! thj virtnes, aD rablime, 
The brigbtest jewels in the crown of time, 
Shall glitter still where chaos holds domain, 
And endless ages bow beneath thy reign. 
The sacred tears by beauteous Bradford shed, 
Are clustered diamonds on an angel's head. 
Bright gems lor heaven eternally to shine, 
Paling the baubles of Golconda's mine. 
Martyn (^freedom — ^passing clouds of shame, 
Pierced by the sunlight ^ory of your fiune, 
Are rent asunder. Allertons arise 
With beartflT devotion, myriads to surprise. 
The sainted Mary of that honored name, 
A jnlgrim child with the ^ May Flower" came. 
First to the cause she wedded woman's hand ; 
Last of the ftithful, sought that better land ; 
A life of virtue — a triumphant death 1 
No pang at parting save the struggling breath, 
Mari^ed her career ; immortalized the end 
Of pilgrim daughter, mother, vrafe and friend I 



Woman, though sin assuled thee not in vain, 
Thy pleading brought redemption back again; 
Though Eden lost, thy fickleness reprove, 
A heaven on earth is lighted by thy love. 
This was die sunshine of the pilgrim's life ; 
This was the peace repaid the spirit's strife. 
Vain man, on woman set no mortal price. 
She glads the earth and opens paradise 1 



^ 



Time chides me now. Children of Cushman stock, 
Why have you gathered here at Plymouth Bock ? 
To boast the glory of the illustrious dead — 
To mark the grandeur of those spirits fled? 
To sound their names with vaunting tongues of pi 
To note thdr glories— list the poef s lays ? 
Their disembodied shades may hover round 
And drink the nectar of eaeh grateful sound; 
Their joys may waken, each familiar scene. 
By memory's pencil tinged with living green ; 
May live again — and fain enhance the bliss 
That glads remembrance in a scene like this. 
In other words mayhap a joy is found 
When Z^hyrs, laden witib endearing aonnd, 
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Beheane tlie Tirtues that haTe pasted airaj. 

And point the present to that olden daj ; 

Bot let ns proudly to the futore give 

Not idle words, in roTerence to live ; 

Light in your homes— on household altars, fires, 

By deeds proye worthy of soch glorions sires. 

The Chair then announced the following sentiment : — 

The C^nator— In " thoughts that breathe and words that hum/' he Tindicstes 
his descent from the Pilgrim stock. 

In his response, Dr. Cushman began by playfully asking the President * 
if he might give them the balance of his oration as his contribution to the 
entertainment; for he really had nothing else prepared. Instead of such 
a recourse to meet the exigency, however, he would ask their indulgence 
for a more free and familiar utterance of the feelings inspred by the scene 
before him. When the speaker, who sat near him, was speaking of con- 
trast, he found his own mind reverting not so fur back as 1620 for lis first 
extreme, but to 1820, just two hundred years later. And, instead of dwell- 
ing on the contrast presented by tiie country, he was musing on that of his 
own condition, as he then fonnd himself alone in the world, and noio sur- 
rounded by thb multitude. TAenhewasan orphan; with no fiither, no 
mother, no brother, no dster, no property, no health. A stranger among 
the graves of his forefathers he was pursuing his studies in the adjoining 
town during the days and tiie nights of the week ; and, on the Sabbath, 
tinudly trying his unskilled voice widi the gospel here where now he found 
himself greeted with such unmeasured kindness; and surrounded with such 
a host of fotiiers and mothers and brothers and sisters, that he felt like ex- 
claiming, with emotions of surprise and delight, in the language of the 
prophet, ** Who hath begotten me these, seeing I had lost my famUy^ and 
was desoUte, removing to and fro ? BehM, I was left alone^ these where 
had they been f He went on to speak of his veneration for the place, and 
its Pilgrim settlers, and his sense of the kindness which had made him feel 
so much at home among their posteiily; and asked leave to give, as lus 
contribution to the present ** feast of reason and flow of soul :" — 

P^pmnth's 12ocl>— The rock whence we were hewa. 

The next regular toast was : — 

The PUgrim &cMfy^" ReprcsentatiTe men'' of die noblest consUtaeDcy. We 
tender thorn our thanks for Ae service Aey are rendering to the present and future. 

RiOHABD Wabrxht, Esq., of New Yoik, responded as follows : — 
Mr. Prrsidekt: 

It is good to keep ever green the memory of our Fathers. Sweet and 
pleasant it is to come togedier as descendants of worthy ancestors, and 
8 
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recall days of ^ Anld Lang Sjn^*' You, Sir, and tiiese aasocSales have met, 
as the descendants of a good man of the olden time ; one among the oldest 
of them, who came to Ibund here a colony that has grown, hy adherence to 
the principles of the earlj settlers, to he a nation that claims to be honored 
by all other nations on the globe. Yon meet, too. Sir, on the sacred soil of 
Plymouth ; made sacred by the toils and the tears of the men and women 
who landed from the May Flower. 

Shall we, Mr. President, who live in these Insurious days, be enabled, in 
any popular degree, to realize the sufferings oi our fore&thers ? As I walk 
through these sands, or stand on the '^Bock," or ramble over these hills 
which on eyery side surround us, I feel, more and more keenly, the heroism 
of the Puritan Fathers of New England. The scene is beautiful indeed, 
now. From the Tarions summits around, the eye rests on many habitations 
of the white man. When Cushman was here, he and bis associates looked 
from these now fertile Talleys, but then all barren, to the hill tops, and saw 
there the dark &ce and manly form of the wild Indian ; and as they looked, 
they knew not that an arrow was not then pointed to their hearts. Ascend, 
Sir, the Burial Hill, or Watson's Hill, on such an afternoon as this. -No 
more beautiful view can be found in this land. Sit there and look npon 
the Tast expanse of ocean ; guide your eye eastward and see where looms 
Up Cape Cod, the 'land of sand, and also the land of treasure. The Pil- 
grims trod those sands, and methinks they left an impress there, as they did 
here, wluch abides forever with the soil, and with all who hare lived, or 
who now live, or who shall ever five thereon. Sustained by a fiuth in 
God, which nothing oonld shake, these Pilgrims left their homes and many 
friends, to seek an abode where they might worship that God as to them 
seemed right Directed by an overruling Providenoe, tibey were to find 
that abode on these then inhosftoble shores. Here, where roved nnciril- 
ixed the wild Indian, claiming the territory as his own,— here they came, — 
manly strength, womanly devotion, and filial dependence. On yonder Bock 
they stuped, that small company alone, and thus immortsliaed it to all 
future time. One hundred souls, the founders of a nation, in mid winter, 
in a savage land !— Firm, then, were their hearts. They had left lome . 
with the prayers of Robinson and of Cushman going up to heaven lor thdr 
safety. Yet, while the spirit was etrong, the fledi was weak, and ere Hie 
ftir Spring-time opened to show the bright sunlight of God, renovating the 
barren fi>rests, one half of their number had gone from earth to heaven. 
Life's labors were ended to many a wearied one. Beneath the eod on 
Cole's Hill, rest the remains of the brave and the beautiful who died in 
those cold months. No tombstones there are reared to tell the passing 
traveller where they rest ; but now and then the spade of the workman 
throws up a precious relic of their remains. Sir, it is holy ground. I 
approach it ever with veneration, and standing thereon, I anew nerve 
myself to the duties of life, by calling up the acts of the earliest settlers, 
based as they were npon the principles of dn^. 
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Mr. Preaident— The story has been often told. Familiar it is to u aD ; 
yet it is never tiresome. Orators and poets shall fbrever find inqimationy 
while thej linger around the sacred graves of the Fathers, or when they 
read of their noUe deeds and nobler daring. The pen and the voice, the 
canvass, aye, and the sculptor shall bear on to soccesave generations the 
story of ihe Pilgrim Fathers; and ages after we shall have passed on, 
Plymouth and Cape Cod will be visited by thousands, as they have been 
▼bited, before we came to them. 

You, Sir, have selected one of the "renowned nres" to be commemo- 
rated on this day. I will not complain that you have done sa It is a 
fitting tribute to the memory of Kobert Cushman. It is ffracefid, and bean- 
tifnl, aye, t^ is holy in his immediate descendants, that they should come 
here to remember him in this way. Worthy was he to call together a mul- 
titude who bear his name ; and I will not admit a doubt, Mr. Pk^adent, 
that although you have separated him from others who came, yet, standing 
here, if no where else, yon will not love the others less, while seeming to 
honor him the more. 

But, Mr. President, the tribute of the voice, or tiie tribute of money ex- 
pended on monuments, is not enough. These should not be omitted. But 
while we build monuments, as it is fitting we should, to perpetuate their 
memory, we must not fi>i^t that the best tribute to our Fathersi is to lead 
a life worthy of the name we bear. 

In this country titles are nothing, — ancestry, in one sense, is nothing, — 
yet I feel a pride, I confess, when I can trace directly back to the Pilgrim 
Fathers,— not because they had good titles, or wore a crown,-— for they 
were not of such kind. Men of firmness were they and laitfafid to the dic- 
tates of conscience, — men of fidth in something beyond mere living^— there- 
foro I feel a pride swelling in my bosom, as I reflect that I come direct 
Atnn such a parentage. But that pride will be cast into the dust, unless I 
prove my worthiness to be a descendant, by endeavoring to aim high in 
duty, and by striving to do the duty that devolves on him, who claims to be 
a good citizen of the land to which the Pilgrim Fathers came fiom 
oppression. 

. JL great change, of course, has taken place nnee this eountiy was settled. 
Competency Is tiie lot of most New England men. It is not easy to fix the 
thought of such harddupe as our Fathers had to meet Forests have been 
felled ; towns have been buDt where once the Indian irigwams stood; the 
aand has been made, to aome extent, soD, and i^ves back to the larmer « 
return for his labor. We live. Sir, in plenty and peace, with none to 
molest us. No savage yell comes down these hills, where once roamed the 
red man, and as the years rdl on, it may be apprehended that we diall 
cease to remember them, who eariy labored that those who come after 
miglht have rest and peace. It is, therefore, as I have said, good to come 
together and recall the past, and dwell on the memory of the good and the 
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mefbl who liaTe IiTed. Tbdr ipirite boTer aioond w at all mdi gatlier- 
iBgi. To-daj we can, as it were, lee tlie embodied fpirit of your immediate 
ancestor, as from a part of the noiTerse of God he looks down upon this 
meeting. Look np to lum there, and impress it more and more upon your- 
selves, and let it be still deeper impressed on your children and on their 
children, that the most worthy tribnie to be paid to the memory of the 
ikther, is ibr the child, or the man, or the woman, to Kto a life of nsefol- 
ness, of goodness, and of trust, and thus to advance the world to a higher 
degree of excellence ; and then when another 2S5 years shall have rolled 
on, and hundreds of millions of freemen shall live in these oor United 
Stales, and the descendants of Bobert Cnshman shall meet on this spot, 
they win still be able to say :— 

«« TlM tolll fktj bONtOOr MM hK99 WfM||i^ 
TiMf MWMI to tMIS, io Jflf Wt IMP I 

Tli« Uitkright tbiy M 4awl7 boDfkl, 
Wen fMiif Ifll w« wilk tbMi «l»n rfMp^» 

Mr. Waxren exhibited to the company a copy of Bobert Cnshman** 
■ennon, deUvered in Plymouth December 9, 1621. This was au Eng- 
liah edition, printed in 1622, and was loaned by Sdward A. Crown> 
inshield, Esq., of Boston. It is probably the oulj eopy of the fnt 
edition in Ameriea. The Mowing will giye an idea of the title page. 
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The Chair then gaye the followisg : — 

HimpiuJihfofikBPmpUofPlymcuUt—'Vioy^^^ and lelf-sacrificiiig, ai were 
the Tirtnet and labon of the fint settlcri of the " Old Colony." 

Jacob H. Lous, Esq., Chairman of the Selectmen of Plymoath, 
Teeponded to this compliment to the hospitality of the citizens, in a few 
appropriate remarks, and bid those of the guests who might make it 
oonvenient or agreeable to continue their viut, a hearty and cheerful 
welcome to the homes and households of the people of Plymouth. 

BIr. Loud concluded with the foUowmg sentiment : — 

J2b&ef( CWdbMm— The right hand of thehodyof the FUgrims :— May Us de- 
scendanti eTer he faidifiil to the trott committed to them by tiieir anceeton. 

Bey. Amos Drbssib of Farmington, Ohio^ was introduced to the 
company and made an eloquent speech, and concluded with the fidlow- 
ing sentiment : — 

amZimcfi2^2^MNa/4b0rQf--Fkiitedbyoiir fore&dien,— watered hy their tetn, 
their lahon and tiieir prayen >-May tiie Cnshman laoe never be nnfidtfaftd to 
those great prindplee of our coimliy. 

Bey. Gbobos F. Cushmah of Alabama bemg called np, made a 
qpeech of more than ordinaiy eloquence and pertinence, substantially as 
fellows: — 

Mb. Pbbsidxkt— Ladies aki> Gentlbmeh: 

I riae not to make a ipeech. Indeed, Sir, while •ta^'^'^g npon tiiia 
ground, conaecrated and haDowed by the tread of pilgrim feet, I can bat 
feel that a ipeech would come with but an ill grace from one who has 
strayed ao &r from the pilgrim feidi, and I fear good old Robert would 
add, so &r feom the Pilgrim Fathers. But, Sir, I cannot Ibrbear to say, 
that there can be no one in this yaat aaaembly, be the other who he may, 
who rejoicea more in tiiia femily gathering, or honora more thoee who 
oripnated it and haye ao aucoeaafuUy carried it through, than doea the rep- 
reaentatiye of the Cnahman femily from the State of Alabama. Sir, we of 
the South, howeyer we may differ from you in customs, character and inati- 
tutkma, haye not fbigotten, nor ahall eyer foiget, the many qilendid yirtuea 
which adorn the New En^and character, thoo^ we onrselyes are accused 
of being careless or prodigal, we none the less admire your thrift, perse- 
yerance, and indomitable energy, — your ceal in the cause of morality and 
educatioo. We are not unmindful of the past glorious histoiy of New 
England, and we are proud to claim our share in your greatneaa. No dti- 
sen of Ae fionth eyer atanda by the graye of AaUand, or walka by Ae 
waters of the AaUey, without reyerting in hia mind to the great New Eng- 
land patriot and statfisman, ^ aobleat Soman of them alL While such 
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aa0OciatioD8 as these remain, Sir, we, of Alabama shall be, as we always 
haTe been, — 

'< To year Tbtatt vwy kind, 
To yow iknlta a little Wild." 

Sir, the Sooth is fall of New England blood, and we rejoice in the eoB- 
nection that binds ns together. And well we maj, if oar names are to be 
inscribed in a genealogy, snch as oar worthy President, by years of nntiring 
industry, has produced. Sir, I would go farther, and instead of tiiese 
groaning tables, would be content with pilgrim fare, *'a little parched 
com," to read my name in the Cushman Record. I trust, brothers and 
kindred all, I may be allowed to say, and I am sure I do but echo the gen- 
eral Toice, that in attempting to rear a monument to the Pilgrim Bobert, 
the distingubhed author has unconsciously erected one to himself, more 
enduring than the brazen statne or the sculptured maiUe. 

But, Sir, I sud that I would not make a speech, and npon pilgrim 
ground I must keep my word. I beg leave to offer the following sentiment, 
and will then sit down: — 

The Oakaum GeMoiUtgif-^** Monumentnm ne perenntns.'** 

The Preadent remarked that he had in hia eye a very distingwahed 
gentleman from a neighboring State, formerly Attorney-General of the 
United States, and that the oompany would be hig^y pleased to hear 
from Hon. Benjamin F. Butler of New York City. 

Mr. Bntler responded to this calL After remarking, among other duqgs, 
that he was neither a Cushman, nor the son of a Coshman, nor the descend- 
ant of a Cushman, nor of any other of the Pilgrim Fathers, but a native of 
New York, deriving his name and lineage, in part^ from Ae Emerald Ide. 
He.aaidthathehad.somehk)od in his veins which claimed near kindred 
with the Puritan founders of New England. The Irishman from whom be 
was descended (and who, as he had reason to believe, was among the iirst 
who came over with his all in the pack upon his back) aettled in Connedi- 
cut, and there married, lived and died. And among Mr. B.% anoestressea 
there was one who was descended, in a direct line, from John Jones, one of 
the Judges of Charles the First, who, at the age of 82, suiTered, for his part 
in that act of public justice, the loss of his own head. 

Mr. B. said, that in New York they had often heard, and sometimes, as tfie 
descendants of the ancient Knickerbockers, thought, a little too often, of the 
Ngrim Fathers of New England. But he expressed'his high gratificatioiiy 
that on his second visit to Plymouth, in quest of repose, recreation and 
health, he had had the good fortune to be present on an occasion of so much 
interest He had been instmcted and delighted by the admiraUe disconne 
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to -which he had listened, commemoratiiig the character and aemces Af 
Robert Cnshman. It was a noble, as well as pions and filial act, to recall 
history into the path of tmth, and to scatter flowers on the graves of a Tir> 
tuous and honorable ancestry, however remote. He ventured to predict 
that there was at least one of the name of Cnshman whose writings woald 
be preserved, and read, and quoted by posterity. 

Mr. B. said he had looked into the mammoth volume just published by 
the worthy Prendent of this festival, containing the genealogy of the Cnsh- 
man family. They were told, and so it appeared by the book, that most of 
the race had belonged to that most useful portion of the community, — the 
great middle class of our American society, — they were generally farmers 
and mechanics, whose lives were spent in the faithful discharge of their 
simple and unostentatious duties. Yet their pedigrees had been careftiHy 
preserved, and might now be read in the book of the genealogy of the race. 
In several other instances, similar compilations had been made of the ftmi- 
lies of the Pilgrims. Nothing like this could be done, in reference to the 
same class of men in any country, or among any people, except the people 
of New England. In Europe, books of heraldry and genealogical tables 
give yon the fiunilies of the nobility and of the other privileged classes ; 
but of the common people,— the great middle class« — (and the same thing 
is true almost every where else,) no family pedigrees, for any length of 
time, could be prepared. Tet here we had, in the case before ns, such a 
pedigree of a sin^ family of this class for ten generations. The explana- 
tion of this marvel was to be found in two facts. First — ^the descendants of 
the Filgrims had all, so much of general education as to be able to read and 
mrite, and, therefore, to keep regular and authentic records of their ftmi- 
lies. Secondly — diere was in every family a consecrated place in -which 
this record could be preserved, — the Family Bible. And this Bible was 
handed down from &ther to son, from mother to daughter. This Book of 
Books was loved, and reverenced, and cherished, and so the £unily record, 
within its leaves, was -transmitted from generation to generatioa. These 
two smple fiicts explain the whole thing. They also explun how and why 
it is, that Ihe New England race have not only retained possesnon of that 
portion of our Atlantic seaboard originally settled by their Pilgrim Fathers, 
but that -wherever their descendants are found, — and they are found in 
every State and Territoiy of the Union,— they have ever been first in 
every department of active life ; first in commerce, in the mechanic arts, 
and in the learned profesaons ; first of our poets and historians, our orators 
and statesmen. 

Mr. B. would not farther dwell on this thought, but it contained the phi- 
losophy of the books of New England genealogies and of the character and 
success of the New England race. In the spirit of these remarks, he would 
offer the IbUowing sentiment : — 

Tke FamSy BtUe—ItB printed psges tiie Magm CSkorto of the Poritans,— its 
bbmk leaves their AmX; ^ifisnaU^. 
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t9 the Chair :— 



Om^adbptoiBhOerfitm A^ Torib— If not one of Aa tons of CWsA, ho hat 
piofed hunself to be al least half of at, bj showing hiimelf to he the son of aaMm^ 

Ber. EusHA Gushman of Deep Kver, Conn., bemg called up by 
the President, addressed the company aa followa : — 

Hb. Pkesidbnt: 

The dioaght which chiefly presses upon me, in conoeetiott with this 
scene, is that of resqwuibUity, We have come here to pay our respects to 
the memory of oar ancestors ; and here we have had it urged upon us in 
the oradon, sung to us in the poem, reiterated by our friend, the President 
of the Pilgrim Society, and more than hinted by our half $an^ shall I call 
him ? who has just sai down, that we now come under a new and special 
obKgatioa to show our appreciation of our fiithers by copying their example, 
and walking in thmr Ibotstepa. I fear that some of ns will be obliged to 
make rather long tracks to do that; and yet I hare to confess I see no way 
of evacEng the duty. 

'^ Honor thy fiOher and thy mother,** we are told, is *' the first command- 
ment with promise f and all the good old Puritan expounders would tell us 
that this indndes our grandfathers and grandmothers^ and, of course, all 
our ferefiUhers and foremothers who are at all worthy of being honored. 
And how shall we do this? By ** storied urn and animated bust,*' the 
statue and the monument ? Not thus alone, surely, though they may be de- 
sirable enough in their place. Bj high sounding eulogies and great swelling 
woflds? These, certainly, will come veiy far short of fulfilling the obligi^ 
tion. The claim can only be discharged by a fitting character and life on 
our part I have read, not long since, that somewhere ^down South," a 
gentleman who was engaged in lecturing upon temperance, was foUowed 
about by a graceless son, who, as often as his &ther addressed an audience, 
was sure to get drunk, and make his way into the hall, if he could. Upon 
being eacpostulated with concerning his disgraceful and nnfiUal conduct, he 
replied, *^ You don't understand it Yon see, my fiOher he lectures on the 
evils of intoxication, and 1 go as a specimen P* Let us beware how any of 
us go through the world as specimens of the evils and vices which onr 
fttbers lived to rebuke. Another young scapegrace, of whom I have heard, 
who^ though the son of virtuous parents, was himself exceedingly profligate, 
upon being reminded of the duty to honor his father and mother, answered 
very coolly, ^ I do, — ^I honor them by contrast 1 am the shading of the 
picture ; and do you not see how mach more brightly the virtues and excel- 
lencies of my good father and nkother shine, when contrasted with tho dark 
ground which my character furnishes ?" God forbid that we should think of 
honoring our fiUhen by any such contrast. 
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It is related of tbe Emperor Alexander, that hcanng of a cowardly aol- 
dier in bu army, whose name xras aho Alexander, be ^ent to bimand 
Item] J addressiDg bim, laid, " Sir, eltUer cbange your name or cbange yoor 
coodaet" Now^ we cannot very well ebange our nanifj. Well, tbat is, I 
should say, we of the masculine gender cannot Some of oar fair kindred, 
of the otber sex, will have a port of fcmimne way of doing such a thin|r, 
which, [ suppose, cannot be helped. Pardon the egotism, however, if 1 
mention that I bave bad the privilege of saving one of tbem from that de»^ 
tiny,— whether for better or for woree, perhaps it does not become me to 
say. Hence, my family may be reckoned double and twisted CuBhmanB, 
npon whom it may be claimed that the obligation to honor the name n^s 
with especial and peculiar weight We will at least endeavor not to dia- 
boQor it And now let me, in a word, urge upon all who to^ay come here 
to commemorate the virtues of their Pilgrim ancestors, and upon all who 
trace their descent in this noble line, that they strive to bear the name 
worthily, by a steadfast imitation and a perpetual reproducing of the same 
virtoet which our fathers embodic^d, and by which their memories have 
become so fragmnt. I offer you this sentiment '.-^ 

The CuthmanM, oil and Singular — While glorying in their noble pedigree, may 
their ohatactcra and coadnr^ ht* sqcb as to save the race and the name from the 
rcpfoach of being like a mere os&gathered hill of poutoes, t&e hoi pari aU wder 



Geoeg£ W. Allertoh^ Esq,, of New Yorli City, (alliieal descend- 
ant of Isaac AllertoQ of the May Flower,) gave the following aentb- 
ment : — 

The AfiujocAiwrfta Hiftoriad Sopunf — Usually correct ; bnt very much mbtaken 
wbeti Ihey say iu their '* Collections " that " with Isaac AUerton the 3d, the race 
of Allertons became extinct in this eountrv/' In the language of the great states- 
man of New England we would ftay, "Ittill live.*' 

Gen- GuSTATUB G. Ccs&man« of Bangor, Me,, being called opoiij 
tesponded m subfitance as follows : — 

Hr* Preoident: 

I most say, Sir, that I am not a little enrprised at the call you have made 
upon me for a speech or a acutiment ; and if. Sir, you shall be disappointed 
tn either respect, yoa must shoulder the harden of the responsibility* On 
otber oecasioDS I have been called upon in like manner, and in attempting 
to honor the draft, 1 have been so taken op with the speech as to forjyet the 
sentiment, and with the sentiment as to give the speech. Sir, had 1 been 
called upon to give a sentiment but a moment since, it would have been in 
relation to civil and religious liberty. But the gentleman from Ohiop — ■ 
I beg pardon, my kinsman from Ohio, — has been beforehand with me. H« 
9 
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lias, lioweFer, used the tentiiiieDt for one pozpoee ; it may be I shall be 
excused in using it for another. 

Sir, we hear much said abont the bigotry of the earij Pnritans. But 
though they were not Tery tolerant of the errors of their day, what woold 
have been their abhorrence of the monstroos notions which are prevalent 
in ours ? They came here in chaige of the principles of civil and religions 
liberty, and to found an empire for their encouragement and support. 
By dvil liberty they understood eanitUutional liberty, as the covenant they 
drew up, while yet on board the May Flower, may well witness. For 
this they endured toils, privations and sufferings. Sir, we trust that their 
descendants may ever bear this fact in mind, and may ever hold them- 
selves aloof from those spurious notions of liberty which claim to be above 
Cfonstitutions and above Law. If, Sir, some of these notions shall continue 
to spread, the descendants of the Pilgrims may yet be called to endure 
aeverer trials in defence of civil or constitutional liberty, — for they are one 
and the same, — ^than ever did the Others in its first planting. They who 
ibund an empire should carefnUy nurse and protect this liberty. And may 
such ever be the office of the descendants of Bobert Cnshman, the Pilgrim* 
But, Sir, I will not detain yon longer than to give the following sentiment : — 

CivU^ or Gmttitvtumal, and Rdigitm lAberty^-^Mj the descendants of Bobert 
Cnshman he ever ready to say to modem empirics, " hands off I" 







Bey. Mr. Dbxsske of Ohio, then announced the Allowing aentiment 
from a Yolunteer : — 

The Cbsbaon Pictere— The principsl charscters shine brightest without €my 
eontrssts. The orator of lo^y and the historian of tiie race have told us that 
there has never been n rogue in ^ fiunily . 

The response was by Bey. Job Gubhman of Wiaoonnn, donng with 
the IbUowing sentiment : — 

Oar fhtll«v— Their fiuth sustained them amid the sufferings of earth, and con- 
ducted them safely to heaven ^— may we, their children, contend earnestly for that 
futh. 

The Mowing volunteer sentiment was given by Ghables U. Gush- 
man, Esq., of Newborg, N. Y., one of the Vice Prendents of the 
meeting. 

Our Ommon FMer and Mikhtr^Thmnas Cnshman and ICaiy Alleiton. Let 
the stalely column rise to mark the spot where their ashes r^ose; but the more 
enduing monument is in the hearts of a grateful posterity. 
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The festiyities of the occasion were doeed at six o'clock in the after- 
noon, when the company, having jomed in onging the followmg Chris- 
tian doxology, to the tune of Old Hundred, left the hall preparatory to 
attending a social levee, to which they were invited by the citizens of 
Plymouth. 

DOXOLOOT. 

From all that direll below the ddes 
Let the Creator's pnise arise ! 
Let the Redeemer's name be smig, 
Through eveiy land, by every tongue. 



Eternal are thy mercies. Lord ! 

Eternal troth attends thy word ; 

Thy praise shall somid from shore to shore. 

Till sans shall rise and set no more. 



Davis Hall, in which the dinner was served, was decorated for the 
purpose. The Mowing sentences, neatly painted upon doth, were 
arranged on the walls : — 

" We have oome m onr prosperity to remember yotir trials.*' 

''A noble colony of devoted Christiins, whose planting has dianged die histoiy 

oftheworid." 



" They fonnded a great realm, an imperial patrimony of liberty, the first effectual 
oonnterpoise in the scale of human right." 

«« Yicthns of persecution ! how wide an empire acknowledges the sway of your 

principles." 

*' And here, on the spot where Kew En^^and bmn to be, we come to learn of 

our Pilgrim Fathers a deep and lasting fesson of viitne, enterprise, 

paticmoey leal and fiuth." 



Those who partook of the collation were seated at parallel tables, 
which occupied the principal part of the hall, the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, officers of the day, orator, and invited guests, (among 
whom were the officers of the Pilgrim Society,) being upon a raised 
platform. 
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After the collation, a large portion of the company deyoted a diort 
time in visiting the yarioua places of interest in the town. At diftrent 
points throughout the town, mottoes and emblems were tastefuUy di»* 
played. Near the station-house was placed this inscription : — 

" Welcome to the home of the FOgrimi." 

From the top of Pilgrim Hall wayed m good taste a large white flag 
bearing the representation of a pine tree, painted in natural colors. 
Upcm the front of the building was inscribed, — 

Tilgkhe Hall. 

While in die wwte of ooeaii 
One koAiy rock ihmll stancl^ 

Be this its Uoett legend- 
Here wae the Pilgrim Land." 

Within the hall, and beneath the gallery, opposite Sargent's picture 
of the " Landing of the Pilgrims," was the following : — 

" The PUgrims of 1620 hailed the arrival of Bobxkt CusmiAir. The descendants 
of tl^ Pilgrims welcome this day, all who claim him as their ancestor." 

TastefuUy arranged in eyergreen letters were displayed in yarious 
parts of the large hall, many of the names of the most prominent of 
the passengers of the renowned May Flower : — 

1620. 

'* Alden, AUerton, Brewster, Bradford, Coshman, Canrer, Chilton, Fuller, 

Hopkins, Howland, Martin, Mnllins, Bobinson, Bogins, Standish, 

Winslow, White, Warren." 

This display, together with the objects of antiquarian yalue, once the 
property of the early Pilgrims, added much to the interest of the 
occasion. ^ 

In passing through North Street was obseryed the following :— ^ 

"Cole's Hill:— 

The first burial placb of the Pilerims. On this spot are laid to rest tosether 

the tme, the pioos, the beaotifarand the braTe till time shall be no more." 

Near " Fore&thers' Bock," a few steps remoyed fipom Water Street, 
at the head of a wharf, were the following lines : — 

" A Bock in the wfldemess welcomed oar sires. 

From bondage fiur over the dark-rolling sea; 
On that holy altar they kindled the fires 

Which glow in our bosoms, Jehovah, for Thee !" 
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On a somewhat modem building in Lejden Street, the oldest part 
of the town, where the meersteads and garden plots were first laid ont, 
was the following brief announcement to the visitors that they were 
near a spot yeiy sacred in their fiimil j annals : — 

" Site of the Common House, baiH 16S0, where Bobert Cubemait deliveied his 
Sermon, NoTember, 1621." 



Oyer the porch of ihe Unitarian meeUng-hoose, ntnated at the 
western extremity of Leyden Street, covering yeiy nearly the same soil 
on which the old meeting-honse of the fore&thers stood, and in the im- 
mediate nei^borhood of the spots where Allerton, Garyer, Bradford, 
Winslow, Brewster, Cook and others dwelt, was placed the following : — 

*' The fint HorsE or Worship hoOt 1637 ; seoond, 1688 ; third, 1744 ; fourth, 

1831 ; fifth, 1840. ** How beantifiil apon the monntains are the leet of him 

that hriogeth good tidings, tlist pooliBheth peace, Ihmt bringeth good 

tidings of good, that pablisheth salyation." 



Tfaronghont the town, in many places, were exhibited, in prominent 
porations, snch devices and emblems as were dictated by the teste and 
feelings of the hospitable inhabitants. 



In the evening a conGsdenble portion of the eompany repaired to 
Pilgrim Hall, where they were received and kindly entertained by 
the dtiaens and their fomilies. There they passed the remainder of the 
day in friendly interoooise with each other and their hosts, and thence 
retired to the aooommodaUxms generonsly provided for them by their 
assiduous frioids. And so happily ended the proceedings of the Fust 
Dat of ihe Cnshman Gathering in Plymouth. 
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nSIT TO THE GBATE OP ELOEK CdSHlAS. 

Oh Thaisdaj, the 16th of AnguBt, after holdlag^ religious services 
in the momingr the company re-aasembled at Pilgrbn Hail at 10 
o^clockp A.M*, to take action In reference to the erection of the Cush- 
maa Monnment, and to vi&h the gmvee of Thomas and Mary Cushman. 

At the requeat of the Preaident, D. A, CuauMAX, Esq.j of New 
Tnrk City, one of the Vice Pr«aidenta, took the Chair> 

Cs4RLK9 CusHHAN, Esq., of Bofiton, Chairman of the Conunittee on 
the Bubject of & Monnment, anbmitted the fbUowiug report, reconir 
mending the erectbn of a Monnment on Burial Hill in Plymouth to 
the memory of Boberi Cushman, the Pilgrim, and of Elder Thomas 
Gushmaa and hia wife Mary, the daughter of Isaac Allerton ir— 

At a preliminaiy meeting of the descendants of oar Pilgrim ancestor, Bobert 
Coshmao, held In Boston on the 15th day of Febmaiy last, a Committee was ap- 
pointed for the purpose of taking into consideration the subject of a Monnment to 
his memory, to report thereon to this meeting. In parsuance of that object, the 
Committee haTe not deemed it within their proTince at this dme to enter npon any 
thing more than a saperfidal inTestigation of the subject, as the whole matter will 
depend altogether npon the spirit and feelings of this meeting. The cost of erect- 
ing a Monument on yonder hill, worthy of the subject and of ourselves, will 
depend, in a great measure, upon the style of architecture you adopt. There are 
many beautiful and chaste designs, in sarcophagus, that would meet the approba- 
tion of the Committee, and that would not exceed In cost the sum of twelVe hun- 
dred dollars ; but the beanty of these designs, or rather the effect, depend, in a 
great measure, upon their locality. If yon take the form of a shaft, or column, 
an elevation will no doubt be the most proper place ; and as Bunker EQll has 
given the key to New England Mounments, in this form, and as the spot where 
we propose erecting it is an elevation, there is no doubt in the minds of the Com- 
mittee regarding its being the most acceptable form that could be presented. The 
cost of a shaft or obelisk, with basement and die, for inscriptions, will depen^ en- 
tirely upon its suie, and the manner in which it is wrought. There are sevenl in 
Mount Auburn, finom ten to fifteen feet in height, that cost from five to eight hun- 
dred doUais. For the sum of two thousand, or two thousand five hundred dollars, 
the Committee beUeve that a Monument can be erected in Italian marble or 
Quincy granite, twenty feet in height, original in its design, an ornament to the 
place, and creditable to ourselves. 

In the furtherance of tiiis object, it Is desirable that an impetus be given to it 
at onoe by the opening of a list for subscribers on the spot, and that a Conmiittee 
be appointed by this meeting, with full power and authority to collect the same, 
and erect the monument from such plans, as in their judgment they may deem 
the most appropriate, whenever the beforementioned sum or sums shall be nused. 
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We hare met together on this occasion for tlie parpoee of commemoniting 
die day on which onr Pilgrim ancestor first sailed for America, two hundred and 
thirtj-fiTe years ago. And what day coold be more propitious than this, or 
what place preferable to this memorable spot, to commence the nndertaking we 
have alluded to ? The record of good men's actions we know will ontliye gates 
of brass and pillars of nuurble, in tiie universal remembrance of mankind ; and in 
the language of him who has rendered immortal the early settlers of New England :~^ 
" We know there is no inscription on entablatures less broad than the earth it- 
self, can cany information of the events we commemorate, where it has not already 
gone ; and that no structure that shall not outlive the duration of letters and 
knowledge among men, can prolong the memorial." But our object Is, by this 
structure, to show our own deep sense and importance of the achievement of oar 
ancestor ; and by presenting this woA of gratitude to the eye, to keep alive sunilar 
•entiments, and to foster a constant regard for our Puritan ancestor. 

Nor have diis Committee felt it incumbent on them to enter upon any length- 
ened aigument, in order to satisfy you of the propriety and importance of this 
mdertaking. It is sufficient to know that» finom the most remote antiquity down 
to the present time, it has been the custom in all civilized eonntries, as well as 
esteemed an act of filial duty, to place monumental records over the remains of 
their illnstrions dead. In the performance of diis pleasing duty, we come not 
here to erect a column in commemoration of a victorious chief, who had earned 
destmctkm in his conise, and caused the poet to exclaim. 



•«ABilflity 

And wlita rstoatlaM urn 

Blew or eMlavMl ks ttnavenginf ■oaa.*' 

No, we pome here to erect a column in commemoration of him who was among 
die first and foremost in colonising, dvilixing and Christianizing this continent; 
iHuMe own right arm struck a blow in fitvor of civil and religions fineedom, the 
benefits of which we feel to this day, and which will be felt by generations yet 
onbom. 

And, now, ye his descendants, who have come up here this day in honor 
of his memory ; ye who are from the halls of learning, from the great marts of 
commerce, horn the far distant hills and valleys of this broad and beautiinl 



** If io your memoriat dwdi a thought whleli oaoa was his. 

If on ye iwell m eingle lecoilection ; 

Not In vain he woie hte saadal^hoon and seellap-ehell." 

CHARLES CUSHMAN, 
Chairman rfthe CommtiUe on the Mbmanent. 

The report was accepted, and it was Voted, That a Monument be 
erected to the memoiy of onr ancestors at an expense of $2,000 to 
$2,500. 

AUo voted. That a Committee of ten be appointed with full power to 
cany mto effect the foregoing vote. 
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The fbUowing named gentlemen were then appointed to oonstitute 
the Committee : — 

Charles Coshman, Boston, Mass. ; D. A. Cnshman, NewTork City ; 
Robert W. Coshman, Boston, Mass. ; Henry W. Cushman, Bernard* 
Bton, Mass. ; Charles U. Cushman, Newbturg, N. T. ; A. C. Cnsh- 
man, New Bedford, Mass. ; Earl Cnshman, Orwell, Yt. ; Freeman L. 
Cnshman, Boston, Mass. ; Bobert 8. Cnshman, Albany* N. T. ; Spen- 
cer Cushman, Kingston, Mass. 

On motion of Bev. Job Cushman of Wisconsin, the Mowing reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted. 

Bmived, That the thanlu of the desocndants of Bobert Cnshmaii, the Pilgrim, 
here assembled, be presented to our kinsman, the Hon. Henry W. Cnshman, for 
the genealogy of onr kindred, 'which he has so faithfnlly aooomplished. 

BeBohed, That we deeply sympathise with him and his companion, in the recent 
severe affliction which by the proTidenoe of God they have been called to sniTer in 
the death of their honored father. 

Betoloed, That onr unfeigned thanks are preeminently due to Rev. Bobert W. 
Cnshman, D.D., for his learned, comprehensive, and able Disoonne to ns on this 
occasioQ, in which are so graphically and beaotifiilly portrayed the excellencies of 
onr common ancestors ; and also that a copy of the address be requested for 
publication. 

Betolved, That onr hearty thanks are dne to the Trastees of tiie Pilgrim Society 
of Plymouth, for granting the free use of their hall for the puipoees of onr celebra- 
tion; and are specially due also to the Committee of that Society and lyrticularly 
to dieir chairman, for his and their ready and unremitted labors and co(q>eration 
in adTandng the objects of the meeting and promoting the comfort of those present 

Bmlved, That the unbounded hospitality, liberali^ and kindness of the dtiaens 
of Plymouth, in opening thebr hearts and homes to us, place us under doep and 
lasting dbUgations. 

Bmolmd, That the Trustees of tiie " Pint Church," Plymouth, have onr dianks 
for tfaenr courtesy in pennitting the use of tiieir house for onr exerdses ; and that 
thdr venerated pastor, Bev. Dr. Kendall, has onr gratefol and heartfelt thanks 
for the «' Benediction,"— 4he " Blessmg wherewith he blessed us/' at the dose of 
tiiose exercises. 

Bafdved, That die dioir of siqgen of that churdi, whose excellent performances 
added to greatly to the pleasure of the occasion, tiave our cordial thanks. 

Bmived, That all praise is due, and thanks are hereby rendered to tiie efficient 
Committee of Arrangements, for the prompt and business-like manner in wluch they 
generally and collectiTdy dischaiged the arduous and responsible duties deroWed 
upon them. 

iZ^sobttf, That the Committee of Publication are hereby revested to procure a 
copy of the Disoonne, and of all other matters of interest necessary to a foil expo- 
sition and account of the proceedings of the Cnshman meetiqg, and publish the 
same in proper form. 

Bmived^ That the foregoing resolutions be published in tibe newspapers of 
Plymouth, and that a copy of the fourth be communicated to the Pilgrim 8odety . 
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The company then proceeded in a body to Burying Hill, where re- 
pose the remains of their ancestors Elder Thomas Gushman and his 
wife Maiy, the daughter of Isaac Allerton. 

The stone which the best affections of the church and congregation of 
the First Church erected at the head of the Eider's last earthly rest- 
ing place bears the foUowmg inscription : — 

" HEBE LTETH BUSIED T* BODY 

OF THAT PBECIOUS SEBYA3ST OF 

OOD H' THOMAS CUSHMAN, WHO 

AFTEB HE HAD SEBYED HIS 

OEXEBATION ACCOBDINO TO 

THE WILL OF OOD, ASfD 

PABTICULABLT THE CHUBCH OF 

PLYMOUTH FOB MAKY YEABS IN 

THE OFFICE OF EULEIKO ELDEB, 

FELL ASLEEP IN JESUS DECEM. 

Y« 10, mi, * IN Y* 

84 YEAB OF HIS AGE.** 



On the foot stone, which is preserved in its original place, is simply 
chiselled '' Thomas Gushman." No memorial in remembrance of the 
wife is to be found within the cemetery ; but in the oldest volume of 
Town Becords of Births, Marriages and Deaths, it is recorded thai 
Mary Gushman, " the aged widow," died on the 28th of November, 
1699. There is a tradition in the fiunily that this excellent woman 
was buried beade her husband. 

At this sacred spot, afteir a few remarks by Hon. Hknby W. Gush- 
man, the Bev. B. W. Gushman of Boston, being called upon, responded 
in a few deeply impressive and appropriate remarks ; referring espec- 
ially to the sacred associations clustering around the spot upon which 
he stood ; to the blessed memoiy of the just, whose bones yet remained 
beneath bis feet ; and to the solemn lessons of the still and quiet grave. 

It is to be regretted that at least a full sketch of this address cannot 
be g^ven ; as it was an unpremeditated utterance, and as the speaker 
has found it impossible to recall the language as delivered, this meagre 
reference must suffice. 

The following original hymn, composed for the occasion by John 
Owen, Esq., of Gambridge, was then read, and afterwards sung by the 
whole company : — 



Crowd old Plymoulh^k Mlowod fitoi ! 

H«raftfr«l 

SbewHliuc 




lMd«n oTtlM PUfrim tend I 
Who at II«T«i*tt high allni Hud, 
LMTe to-iasf th« Bpltit luid) 
htoll! 
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Pint to iMve lili BOitlMni Ulli, 
liMt to fly ftom mortal lilt, 
CIUIoo*t ■bode oar Tiiioii flUt, 
Sbepbordortliefbld! 

K«or the ibora oTZojdtr Zoo, 

Wh^ro tbo Wye roUe to tbe ■••, 
And the conoDt toeka m loo, 
IitlioExilo*OgimTo<- 

Lo ! the man whom letton doek, 
Finnoft when Tnith*» cbompioni 
Looking etui lor Ugbt to bffedi, 



Leyden*0 eeboolmen ■ooght hie iklll, 
Tlioro an am hie atboe fiO, 
Tbafo m lamp if bornlnf atill. 

Tot to Ugfat the wocid t— 

Now another revorend Ibim, 
Whom no fear conid n^ke eonlbra^ 
BraToly broaeting oveiy etorm, 
Browiter Iktthflil itanda 1 



Lit upaai the hoar: 

Hero the Pilgrim prayed and ftmght. 
Here be freely epoke and tboogbl. 
Here in dying, bo wai brougbt«» 
Temiile, foft, and tombs 

9ere be labored, bore bo waile. 
Here bis etory etill relatee, 
TIB tbo beaTene eball ope their gatee, 
On millennial menu— 

Shall tbo fttben be forgot. 
And vnhooored lie tbo spot, 
Wbere a nation waa be^ 
Lttwity*i fint boni^ 

OHs the bm, wbeie Oarrer Ilea 
With the beaatiAil and wlae. 
Let a abaft in gmndear rise. 

Worthy aiiee and aooa. 



After llfe'e tomaltaooi ftay. 
There, nerom the lihrer bay, 
Seota the Blder*k flner day 
With the 



And, with tbeee, that master mind, 
Who, iv oaetlng eelf behind, 
Bw^ed the tempera of mankind 
BytbolaweflofO} 

Who, with patriarchal tniat, 
Bariod an potemalloat} 
England holds hie noblo doat, 

CuMDtA.n, ** oar right band V*^ 

% 
Boio In tabenado high, 
Domed Ij the overarching sky. 



On this higher sommit, 1 
Blee p tbo dead we moet roTora, 
Bond n atocied atone eompeer, 
(hrer kindred eorth. 

Citiee of tbo Dead, bow bleaaed I 
Twin In all that's pare and best, 
Tiko the tribote of each gocit 
Pkid to noedom BOW. 

May the oeed ftom yon bright apheivs, 
Wa|«Nd atin l7 Pilgrim tears, 
IMptn In the eooUng yens, 

Bown ^ Bplrit handa^ 

When, aaftns the twfll^gmy, ' 
We t|ie parting word most say, 
MlndAil of our TOWS this day. 
Let OS live and diew 



At the oondnaQii of tke ringing. Bey. Eusba Gushmah, of Deep 
Biver, Conn., addreaeed his lelatiTes ss follows >-« 

If it be tnie, ibajt ^ Hie chamber where tibe good man meets his &to, 
is priTileged above the common walks of Tirtnons life^— quite on the 
▼eige of heaven ;** it seems to me pre&ninentlj true, that the deeping 
place where reposes all that is mortal of so good a man as he who lies 
buried there, must be privileged above the common lot of human graves, 
itself quite on the veige of heaven. Indeed, in the light of the gp^»el doo^ 
txine of the resnzrectioni such a grave is seen to be a veiy portal of heaven. 
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Nay, to the eye of the Qmstian's fidth, it is eren a tort of nurrory refleetiiig 
hack the glories of the upper world. 

We come not to this gniTe to weep. Though a place for serious meditir 
tions, it can scarcely be reckoned a place for tears. Be who lies there, had 
<<lbi]ght a good fight," he had << finished his course," he had «< kept the 
fidth," and he came to his grave in a fnll age, as a fitting place of dielter 
and repose for his nxurtal fraine, while his spirit sought its home in the 
sides. We have, therefore, no tears to shed for him. But as '^onegenerr 
ation passeth away and another generation CQaieth," a|i4 bb in our procea- 
rion to this sacred spot we have been renunded that 

*' Our hautf , tlioa^ itoat and !»«▼•, 
Bcin, Ukt maJBMl drnmi, an beating 
fuatnl maitlMa to the gmTe,** 

let ns ask the question, Who of us, when we, too, shall haTe reached the 
end of our earthly couxse, shall be found worthy of so honoiaUe an epi- 
ti^h? ^ That precious yerrant of God, who, after he had serred his gener- 
ation according to the will of God, fell asleep in Jesus." How touching! 
how significant I Let us at least learn the lesson, that to be a true servant 
of God is to serve our genenftion by the will of God; and this alone ^irill 
be found die proper prelude to a quiet grave and a happy immortality. 

And now, as we separate firom this gathering, and cany with us to our 
homes die pleasant recollections of the occasioi^ and the memories of tiie 
sainted dead, let ns endeavor also to carry with i|s finesh energy ioir the 
duties of our several spheres in lifo. Be it ours so to live and die, as to 
have a good hope of meeting him whose dust occupies that tomb, and his 
honored lather, who rests on the other side of ycmder ocean, and all the 
company of prophets and inart^ and tiie innumerable host of those in aU 
ages who have fiJlowed Jesus Christ, their Savioqr and ours. May the 
God of our ftihers grant ns all grace to trust in that Bedeemeron whom 
abne.diey built their hcfe of i^oiy, that with them we may inherit the 
everlasting] 



The exeroiaea at th^ oemeteiy were then oloeed by a fervent pajer 
hj the Bev. Burua 8. Gushmin of Orfrell, Yt. 

Vhe company then proceeded to the place where ihe "Common 
Honse'' stood, in Leyden Street, where Bobert Cushman preached the 
aeiDum, which, in after times, became ao noted; and of whiehten 
editions have, at different periods, been printed. 

Passing thence to " Cole's Hill/' where nearly one half of the May 
Flower Pilgrims were laid the first year after their arrival, and taking 
a fiurewell look at Plymouth Bock, they returned to Pilgrim HaD, 
when the aervicea of tlie celebration were dosed with a prayer by Bey. 
Dr. CvsHKAN of Boston. 
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Thus doBed ihe meeting of the bkcond day, and the*<^mpany broke 
up to letnm to their homes fnlly satisfied with the suocessfol results of 
the veiy interesting occasion which had called them, for the first time, 
to meet together on Pilgrim soil. The weather was extremely pro- 
pitions, and no accident of any kind occorred to mar the ceremonies, 
or cause any regrets to be felt by those who had wandered so ^ from 
their homes fi)r this friendly reunion of the different members of the 
largely scattered fiunOy. Nearly a thousand persons, of all ages of 
both sexes, were present ; all of whom, it is believed, were gratified 
irith the services, and were, undoubtedly, made happier and better in 
thus vifflting the first New England home of their Pilgrim fore&thers, 
and the graves of their revered ancestors. 
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